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T he Diocese of Grahamstown 

held its annual family gathering 

on the 26th and 27th of August 2017 

at King Williams Town Botanical 

Gardens, hosted by both King 

Williamstown East and West 

Archdeaconries. This weekend 

celebration was opened by the 

Bishop of Grahamstown Rt Revd. 

Ebenezer Ntali with his opening 

remarks and devotions.  

There were various groups of 

en te r ta iners ,  inc lud ing  the 

performance by the Sunday school 

children which was led by Revd 

Peter. Later that day, people were 

enjoying themselves in different 

ways such as dancing to music 

played by cars, socializing as well as 

a Family braai. The day felt very 

short because people had to leave 

because it was getting dark and 

there are no lights a the Botanical 

Gardens.  

On Sunday, the Service started at 

10:00 in the Tent which was erected 

there at the Gardens. The Bishop of 

the Diocese of Grahamstown was the 

preacher and celebrant of the day.   

In his sermon, he encouraged people 

to dedicate themselves to Jesus 

Christ and allow themselves to be 

vessels or containers that contain the 

word of God. He dwelt on the service 

of dedication and he ended his 

sermon by praying for the Diocese 

and for our Country South Africa. 

There was a Ticket draw game which 

was facilitated by Athule Makeleni 

the deputy Chairperson of the 

Diocesan Youth Guild (DYG). In this 

draw, one person won money and 

another won the Anglican Hymn 

Book. The Finance Manager Nceba 

January, made his report and 

outcomes of the fundraising which 

was  R519 537.00. The Bishop 

thanked the parishioners for their 

support and this amount  that they 

managed to raise. 

 The Sunday school presented a big 

cake to the Bishop as a symbol of 

unity of the Diocese. The weekend 

service ended by the breaking of 

bread and sharing (the Holy 

Communion) and the final 

Blessings.  
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 
 Pentecost Sunday-Christ the King Sunday; Kingdom season.  

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 

Pentecost Sunday-Christ the King 

Sunday; Kingdom season. 

Greetings brethren and I am thankful 

to God for you for surrendering to His 

authority so that He builds us together 

for His Kingdom. 

In this pastoral letter I wish us to 

understand the implication of the 

Kingdom season; the period that covers 

the biggest part of the liturgical year 

from Pentecost to the reign of 

Christ the King Sunday. 

Pentecost is about God’s empowering of 

His Church to witness to the world so 

that we may all become His students 

seeking to know Him better so that we 

may love and serve Him the way He 

deserves. The Spanish St Ignatius of 

Loyola puts it best; God freely created 

us so that we might know, love, and 

serve him in this life and be happy with 

him forever.  In the same breath, St 

Augustine of Hippo prayed;  

Eternal God   

the  light of the minds that know 

you 

the joy of the hearts that love you 

the strength of the wills that serve 

you: 

grant us 

so to know you that we may truly 

love you 

so to love you that we may freely 

serve you 

to the glory of your holy Name (An 

Anglican Prayer book, page 93#36).  

Therefore, during this period the 

Church endeavours to build Kingdom 

people. As St Pius xi put it; Men must 

look for the peace of Christ within the 

Kingdom of Christ. It is a time of 

search and seeking restoration. Getting 

renewed by God for God and staying in 

that newness is not an easy venture so 

the Church goes into Catechesis 

(teaching).  

It is the time of teaching the baptized 

on how to keep our baptism vows, the 

married on how to keep both the 

baptismal and married vows  and the 

priests on how to keep the vows of 

baptism, marriage (for those who 

marry) and the priestly vows. 

Cascading through all these is not an 

overnight exercise and one needs to be 

immersed in the reading of Scriptures 

and prayer which includes fasting. 

St Pius (xi) attributed all evils in 

society to be emanating from the 

human failure to adhere to the 

principles of God. He wrote; …these 

manifold evils (especially those of the 

first world war) in the world were due 

to the fact that the majority of men 

thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law out 

of their lives…that as long as 

individuals and states refused to submit 

to the rule of our Saviour, there would 

be no lasting peace among nations 

(Quas Primas, Pius xi). 

During this season therefore, the 

Church is offered an opportunity to 

teach and enable God’s children to 

learn to walk, talk and act as forgiven 

sinners. The redeemed of God need to 

no longer feel tied up to the past but 

always ready for the return of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The Scripture readings during the 

Kingdom season focus on Jesus Christ’s 

constant involvement with human 

kind; listening to the cries of the 

widows, the lepers, the hungry and 

most importantly those tied down by 

sin. He released all from their sin for 

example he told the paralysed man that 

was brought to him; Cheer up, son! 

For I have forgiven your sins!  And 

the boy jumped and left (Matthew 

9:2, 7; Living Bible). 

It is the Church’s main duty to teach 

that there is forgiveness of sins and 

that repentance is the key that opens 

the gates of God’s Kingdom. The people 

need that surety and must be 

encouraged to surrender their lives to 

God.  

Ignatius of Loyola said; He who 

carries God in his heart bears 

Heaven with him wherever he 

goes. 

When the Church uses the Kingdom 

season to teach her people to pray- 

seeking God’s strength, read the 

Scriptures looking for God’s guidance, 

repent of their sins and surrender to 

God’s will, then all will enjoy God’s 

presence and experience the Kingdom 

atmosphere all the time.   

    

By Felicia Tembisa Limekaya 

It was a joyful day for all, when Revd. 

Canon Godfrey Walton, publicly 

announced the appointment of Revd. M 

Mtimkulu as Chaplain of St Saviours’ 

Parish Mothers Union on the 5th of 

November 2017. This was indeed the 

first of its kind.  Through his powerful 

prayer, Father Godfrey indicated that as 

we embraced the most awesome silence 

of the Holy Spirit in St Saviours’, we 

thank God for allowing us to listen to 

Him. He gave thanks to the Lord for the 

witness and ministry of Revd Mkhangeli 

Mtimkulu and for the way God’s Spirit 

has nurtured him in this position of 

leadership, coaching, mentoring and 

developing. As he joins the Mothers’ 

Union in their mission and ministry in St 

Saviours’ and beyond, Canon Godfrey 

pleaded with God that the Chaplain’s 

presence of prayer, peace, love and joy 

continue to bless him and the MU’s 

mission and vision for the Parish. Mrs O 

Pule directed the programme for the day 

very well. Ms S Mvambo excitedly 

indicated that St Saviours’ MU has never 

had a Chaplain before and this is history 

in the making and we should be grateful 

to our Clergy leadership for such a 

religious inspiration. 

 Mrs N Ntlola  indicated that MU is a 

World-wide organisation with a structure 

from World-wide to Provinces to Dioceses 

to Archdeaconry and Parish level. She 

referred to the history of MU, which was 

founded by a clergy wife, Mary Sumner 

in England with the major task of 

praying for women due to challenges that 

face them, especially raising children. 

The relevance of Mary Sumner’s Prayer 

was emphasised. “All this day, O Lord, 

let me touch as many lives as possible for 

thee….”  As a chaplain, he must always 

pray and arrange prayers for MU 

members. Mrs N Ngewu gave a 

resounding vote of thanks to all. 

NEW CHAPLAIN OF ST SAVIOURS’ PARISH MOTHERS’ UNION  

Revd. Canon Godfrey T Walton announcing the 

Chaplain and welcoming the couple  
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The Diocese of Grahamstown order of St Barnabas re-

launched this order under the chaplaincy of Dr canon 

Beja. The event started on the 18th October ended on 

the 201th. 

On Saturday The Bishop conducted the workshop 

which led to unplanned healing service.  

This session left people with questions about the level 

of faith in Jesus Christ. All sessions of this day were 

held in Holy Trinity Dimbaza. 

 

On Sunday the 

Bishop closed the 

event by re 

launching the 

order of  St 

Barnabas and the 

Eucharist service 

at Holy Trinity 

King Williams 

T o w n .  T h e 

Chaplain after the 

service thanked 

everyone who 

came and made 

t h i s  e v e n t 

successful.   

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedic�ne ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for mee�ngs. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning un�l Sunday a:ernoon.  

St Bartholomew’s Parish 162nd Anniversary  

What a joyous and marvelous 

weekend it was when the St 

Bartholomew’s Parish celebrated its 

162 years of existence. This event 

occurred on the 15th to the 17th of 

September 2017.  

On Friday the 15th, it was Cultural 

day and the event was opened by 

Revd.  Andrew Hunter, the Dean of 

the Diocese and of the Cathedral of 

St George and St Michael 

G r a h a m s t o w n .  T h i s  w a s 

accompanied by messages of 

support from various guilds and 

parishes of the Diocese and from 

the Prince Zolile Ncamashe. There 

were  traditional activities that 

happened and people were 

encouraged  to  wear  the ir 

traditional attire. 

 

On Saturday the Archbishop, 

accompanied by the Motorcade 

(congregation of St Barth’s), went to 

St Barth’s and the Eucharist 

service began. It was conducted by 

the Bishop of Grahamtown, the Rt 

Revd Ebenezer Ntlali. There was 

also the unveiling of the Plaque by 

the Most Revd Dr Thabo Cecil 

Makgoba, the Metropolitan and the 

Archbishop of Cape Town. Later on 

that day we visited the University 

of Fort Hare, where we were taught 

about the history of churches 

surrounding UFH. 

Later that Saturday there was a 

Gala Dinner, where Bishop Ntlali 

was the guest speaker who made  

very challenging and encouraging 

words to Christians. There were 

also groups of young people that 

entertained people with music, 

dance and poetry.  

 

 

 

Sunday there was a Eucharist 

service which was conducted by the 

Archbishop at the UFH Sports 

Complex. This service was full of 

attendees from all over the Diocese 

including Rhodes Ansoc’ and  the 

Vicar General of the Diocese of 

Khahlamba. The Archbishop 

admired the work that has been 

done by the Rector of St Bartolomeo 

Revd Nomakorinte Biko. What a 

fruitful weekend it was. 

Launch of St Barnabas  
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Bazalwana nodade 

 

N d i y a n i b u l i s a  b a z a l w an a ,  n d a ye 

ndinombulelo kuThixo ngani ngenxa yokuba 

nizinikezele kwigunya lakhe ukuze asakhe 

sikunye esakhela ubuKumkani bakhe. 

Kule ncwadi  yanamhlanje ndinqwenela 

ukuqonda ukuba lithetha ntoni na kuthi 

iXesha lobuKumkani; ithuba eliqala kowona 

nyaka wenkqubo yenkonzo  inkulu, ukususela 

kwiCawe yePentekosti ukuya kwixesha 

leCawe yoLawulo lukaKrestu. 

IPentekosti iphathelele ekuthini uThixo 

ayixhobise iTyalike yakhe ukuze ibe nokunika 

ubungqina ehlabathini ukuze sonke sibe 

nokuba ngabafundi bakhe abafuna ukumazi 

bhetele, ukuze sibe nokumthanda simkhonze 

ngendlela afanele ukukhonzwa ngayo.  Umfo 

waseSpain, uIgnatius waseLoyola, uyibeka 

ngobona buchule le nto; athi  uThixo wasidala 

ukuze sibe nokumazi, simthande, simkhonze 

kobu bomi size sihlale sivuya kunye naye 

unaphakade. Kwangokunjalo, uAugustine 

oNgcwele waseHipo uthandaza athi: 

Thixo wanaphakade 

Kukhanya kweengqondo ezikwaziyo 

luvuyo lweentliziyo ezikuthandayo 

momelezi weentando ezikukhonzayo: 

Senze  

S i k w a z i  u k u z e  s i t h a n d e 

ngokunyanisekileyo 

Sithi sikuthanda sibe nokukhonza 

ngokukhululekileyo 

Kuzukiswe iGama lakho elingcwele. 

(Incwadi yemiThandazo yaseTshetshi,  

iph.93 umhl.36) 

 

Ke ngoko, ngeli  xesha, iTyalike izama 

ukwakha abantu bobuKumkani. Njengoko 

esitsha uPius Ongcwele wesi-Vi, Abantu 

kufuneka bafune uxolo lukaKrestu phakathi 

kubuKumkani bukaKrestu. Lixesha 

lokufunisisa nokufumana uhlaziyo. 

Ukuhlaziywa nguThixo esihlaziyela uThixo, 

nokuhlala kobo butsha, asinto ilula, kungoko 

iTyalike ingena kwiMfundiso (Catechesis). 

Lixesha lokufundisa ababhaptiziweyo 

n g e n d l e l a  e s i n o k u z i g c i n a  n g a y o 

iz ibhambath iso  zethu zobhapti zo , 

abatshatileyo, ngendlela yokugcina kokubini, 

izibhambathiso zomtshato nezobhaptizo, 

n a b a p r i s t e  n g e n d l e l a  y o k u g c i n a 

izibhambathiso zobhaptizo, ezomtshato 

(kwabo batshatayo) nezibhambathiso 

zobufundisi. Ukufikelela kuzo zonke ezi zinto 

ngokushiyana kwazo asinto inokwenzeka 

ngobusuku obunye yaye kufuna ukuba ubani 

antywile nzulu ekufundeni iziBhalo 

nasemthandazweni, nto ke ezo eziquka 

nokuzila. 

 

UPius oNgcwele (Xi) wayezibalela zonke izinto 

ezikhohlakeleyo eluntwini ukuba zisuka  

ekusileleni ekubambeleleni kwimigqalisela 

kaThixo. Wabhala wathi, ... zonke ezi nto 

zikhohlakeleyo zintlantlu-ninzi (ngakumbi ezo 

zemfazwe yokuqala yeHlabathi)  ehlabathini 

zazibangelwa kukuba uninzi lwamadoda 

angcwele amlahlele kude nobomi bawo uYesu 

Krestu nomthetho wakhe ongcwele... nokuthi 

ngalo lonke ixesha abantu abathile namazwe 

esala ukuzinikezela kuMgaqo woSindiso 

lwethu, akusayi kubakho luxolo luqhuba 

ixesha elide phakathi kwezizwe (Quas Primus, 

Pius X1). 

 

Ngeli thuba ke lonyaka wecawa, iTyalike 

inikwa ithuba lokufundisa nokwenza ukuba 

abantwana bakaThixo  bafunde ukuhamba, 

ukuthe tha ,  no kwe nza n j e ngabo n i 

abaxolelweyo. Abasindisiweyo bakaThixo 

akukho mfuneko yakuba bazive bekhonkxwe 

kwixesha elidlulileyo, koko kufuneka basoloko 

bekulindele ukubuya kweNkosi yethu 

noMsindisi wethu onguYesu Krestu. 

Izifundo zeziBhalo ngeli xesha loBukumkani 

zijoliswe nakukusoloko uKrestu enento 

yokwenza noluntu; ephulaphule izikhalo 

zabahlolokazi, abaneqhenqe, abalambileyo, 

yaye nangaphezu koko, abo bakhonkxwe 

malakatha sisono. Wabakhulula bonke 

kwisono sabo, umzekelo, wamxelela umfo 

owayenedumbe owathi weziswa kuye ukuthi  

“Yomelela uvuye, mntwana wam, izono zakho 

zixolelwe.” (Mat. 9:2) 

 

Ngowona msebenzi uphambili weCawe 

ukufundisa ukuba kukho uxolelo lwezono 

nokuthi ukuguquka sisitshixo samasango 

obuKumkani bukaThixo. Abantu bayayifuna 

loo ngqinisekiso yaye kufuneka bekhuthaziwe 

ukuba banikezele ngobomi babo kuThixo. 

UIgnatius waseLoyala wakha wathi, Lowo 

uthwele uThixo entliziyiweni yakhe, 

uthwele izulu naphi na apho aya khona. 

 

Xa iTyalike isebenzisa eli thuba loBukumkani 

ukufundisa abantu bayo ukuthandaza, befuna 

amandla kaThixo, befunda iziBhalo, befunda 

ukukhokelwa nguThixo, baguquke ezonweni 

zabo, bazinizele kwintando kaThixo, baya 

kuthi ke bonke babonwabele ubukho 

bukaThixo, bawuve umoya wobukho 

bobuKumkani ngawo onke amaxesha.  

(For English, see page 2) 

  uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  
 ICawe yePentekos1 – iCawe kaKrestu uKumkani; iXesha 

 lobuKumkani  

The SACC:EC in partnership with the 

SA Heritage Resource Agency, NHC, 

Department of 

Education, working with other 

government strategic partners like EC 

Economic Development, 

EC Parks and Tourism Agency, DAC and 

the NDT had the annual religious 

heritage expo from the 22nd to the 24th 

of September at St Matthew’s Resort 

Centre, Keiskammahoek. 

The purpose of this event was to bring 

together Churches and the 24 Schools 

under the 

Restoration of Historic Schools in the EC 

to show-case their heritage and plans for 

the next five 

years. The University of Fort Hare will 

facilitate a panel discussion on “Religious 

Heritage” and 

its contribution to the Tourism industry. 

The Bishop of Grahamstown opened this 

event with prayer and made his 

devotions, and the Mayor of Amahlathi 

Local Municipality welcomed everybody. 

There were a number of Speakers and 

special guests  that were there. 

On Saturday it was a sport day where 

different schools were playing soccer and 

netball. On Sunday the Bishop closed the 

event with the Eucharist service.  

RELIGIOUS 2017 HERITAGE EXPO 
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 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 

SPIRITUALITY 
ABIDING IN CHRIST  
  

By Mrs BP Beja  
“Follow Me”- Matt 4:19, Matt 9:9, “Whoever 

desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow Me” Mark 8:34, 

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 

deny himself, take up his cross daily, and 

follow Me” Luke 9:23,  “Come to Me” Matt 

11:28 

CHRISTLIKENESS – The preceding verses 

clearly send one message of invitation to come 

and follow Jesus 

In our exploration of the Word to attain an 

undeterred relationship with Jesus Christ, we 

have exposed the many attributes obtainable 

when one is Spirit filled and Jesus working 

His purpose through one’s life. 

 

Today I would like us to ponder on the various 

steps we are guided to take to attain ultimate 

redemption and salvation from self that is 

ever pulling us away from Christlikeness. “For 

what I am doing I do not understand. For 

what I will to do, that I do not practice; but 

what I hate that I do……For the good that I 

will to do, I do not do, but the evil I will not to 

do, that I practise………. O wretched man that 

I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! Rom 7:15-25 

 

Abiding in Christ should be zealously taught 

and preached as this would be a glue 

cementing the whole church in undeterred 

presence of our Lord, each member abiding in 

Christ hour per hour. The manifestations 

would have far more glorious implications. 

Power, purity, love, joy and all blessedness 

would prevail when all are abiding in Him, the 

only Saviour of the world even Jesus our Lord 

This is a profound lesson of faith and each 

believer needs to have a childlike obedience 

and adherence to our Saviour’s last words 

begging us to abide in Him.  

Whilst this might be mind-bogging, it indeed 

would transform us radically in that as we 

abide in Him, He does as He wills with us, in 

us and through us. 

 Imagine a child that has thrown herself into 

her mother’s arms, she does not determine the 

destination nor even knows when she is wet, 

hot, cold or any of her basic needs let alone 

provide for such needs. She is entirely 

dependent on her mother to do what is best for 

her and can only smile back in appreciation 

for all that is done for her. 

This requires day by day time with Jesus and 

with God. If our desire is to live our lives 

through Jesus, we must feed on Him. “Men 

shall not live by bread alone but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God” Matt4:4 

If you want to learn to abide in Jesus, take 

time each day, before you read, while you read 

and after you read, to put yourself in contact 

with the living Jesus, to yield yourself 

distinctly and consciously to His blessed 

influence, and thus giving Him an opportunity 

to take hold of you, to draw you up and to keep 

you up safe in His Almighty hands 

The interesting sequence of events – Initially 

– Come unto Me then Abide in Me 

It follows then therefore that if you have not 

taken heed of the first call “Come unto Me” 

the next step cannot follow. It starts with 

hearing the voice of God calling you.  

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing through 

the word of God” Rom 10:17 

This is the moment of truth, like Saul, though 

physically blind at the time, but he was able to 

see his waywardness and cried out to His Lord 

“What do You want me to do for You?’ 

It is an onerous occasion that your Saviour 

calls you to come and all “self” falls away. 

Jesus’s pardon is free and is there to set you 

free and him whom He has set free is free 

indeed. 

Come unto Me can never be meant for a 

moment in time but this is a game changer, a 

life time opportunity to come and 

wholeheartedly and wholesomely surrender 

all your members to His caring arms 

You are safe in the shadow of His wings, do 

not be Lot’s wife and look back. 

This is a new way of life, a life of continued 

blessedness and knows no suffering that He 

may not intervene in. The suffering we endure 

cannot be compared to the glory that we shall 

receive in heaven. 

Learn from Moses when He cries out to His 

God and says, “Show me Your glory”. His glory 

has come to you but you need spiritual eyes to 

see it.  

 

Whilst your sinfulness and the commensurate 

punishment thereof could have been the 

reason you swiftly responded to In the abiding 

presence of our Lord, there is no thirst no need 

nor want. What moved you to come to Him 

cannot hinder you to abide in Him. 

Having been allowed to the King’s palace, 

would you remain in the foyer even though He 

is prepared that you freely gain access to the 

His palace as He takes you through?  

 

This is a call most of us did not anticipate but 

were only too excited to be called to come in 

the first instance. The reality is that now that 

you have come, what and how are you going to 

do and behave respectively? 

You cannot by observing 

how things are done then 

automatically assume 

you can do them 

There  should be 

something greater that 

overcomes your former 

self, the self that was 

sinful, unfaithful, that would 

now unreservedly obey and do H i s 

will. This can only be achieved by the Abiding 

presence!! 

Back to basics. Was the sequence not well 

calculated that you come first and the abide? 

I am tempted to illustrate this relationship to 

that of a bridal and spousal relationship. The 

initial step is that a young man falls in love 

with the girl and approaches her, invites her 

to be his bride and the reciprocate response is 

acceptance of the invitation but it does not end 

with courtship as it then develops to a lasting 

relationship of husband and wife as she now 

moves on to join his family 

 

If there is no invitation, no matter how much 

the girl feels attracted to the man it does not 

start and similarly if there is no proposal for 

marriage the relationship does not proceed to 

a lasting level. Marriage is the seal of the 

relationship 

 Our God will continue to illustrate His 

relationship to His people as a marriage 

relationship – Jesus the Groom and the 

church His bride. Now how do you hope to get 

married to someone whose marriage proposal 

you have not accepted? 

Similarly, God is poignant in His disapproval 

of adultery – the Jezebel spirit a person who is 

not committed to Him but pleases all other 

gods.  Let the words of our Saviour as He is 

about to complete His earthly ministry daily 

echo in our ears and may they spur you on as 

you traverse the vicissitudes and trials of life 

‘Abide in Me’ ‘Without Me you can do nothing’ 

Meditate daily on these profound encouraging 

words and make them alive in you. Like 

Joshua meditate on them day and night. 

 

May we be imbued with the Spirit of counsel 

and understanding to know what keeps us 

from the abiding presence and what draws us 

closer to it.  

Let us together pray that nothing removes our 

gaze from Him but that we remain riveted in 

Him through thick and thin because He will 

overcome for us through us, in us and us in 

Him!!    

By Pam Mize 

On Thursday the 24th of 

August 2017, St Augustine's 

Parish in Grahamstown MU 

m e m b e r s  c e l e b r a t e d 

Women's month by inviting 

the Indoor members  to an 

event. These members are 

those who are unable to 

attend and participate in all 

church services/activities 

due to old age, illness and 

disabilities. 

The purpose of this activity was to 

show appreciation for the role they 

have played as well as the effort they 

have put in the church particularly 

to the MU. 

 

The day was a great success and our 

Indoor members enjoyed themselves 

g reat ly .  We  conc luded  the 

programme of the day by giving 

them refreshments and gifts, which 

made that day a they will never 

forget, according to their reply. 

Celebra1ng Women’s Month 

St Augus�ne Mothers’ union  
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By Zeodor Arends  and Lihleli Vellem  

The East London Central Archdeaconry 

hosted its very first Archdeaconry 

Family Day on the 24th of September 

2017.  Parishioners of the Archdeaconry 

looked stunning in their traditional 

attires.  All present glowed in their 

bright colours and the love of God 

radiated from all.     

 

The four parishes making up the 

Archdeaconry came together and started 

off the day with a Eucharist service. 

Despite our diversity within the 

Archdeaconry, the celebration of 

Heritage Day united us and 

amalgamated all the different worship 

routines into one.  

 

The beauty of the day was how well the 

service and programme was received and 

embraced by parishioners.  Diverse 

cultures were brought together and the 

church service incorporated all three 

languages.  

 

All parishes equally participated in the 

liturgy of the day that was versatile 

enough to accommodate all members 

spiritually. 

 

Parishes were given five (5) minutes 

within the service to render an item. St. 

Saviours Mothers’ Union sang a 

traditional song “O Haleluya 

masimbonge uJehova”; Good Shepherd 

had a beautiful rendition of Lion of 

Judah sang by a youth member, Darren 

van Bosch,  and St.  

Francis, the show stoppers sang the 

Song of Francis of Assisi as a parish. God 

smiled upon the service as people were 

singing in a worship and prayerful tone. 

 

After the church service, the 

congregation moved to the hall where 

members, including clergy, were divided 

at random into groups, assorted colour 

bands were used to divide people. This 

phase of the day had all members 

interact and come together as diverse 

groups and different ages. Each group 

was given a kindergarten song to 

perform and the National anthem. This 

session was most joyous and got 

members performing Sunday School 

actions and performances for a sweet 

prize. 

 

Finally, parishes were asked to prepare 

different dishes illustrating the diverse 

cultural foods.  There were foods like 

Umfino, umndundu (fatcake with mince), 

Chicken Curry, Rice, White Samp, Tripe, 

homemade ginger, koeksisters and many 

more. The aim was for everyone to have 

a little of everything.  

 

The objective of the family day was to 

unify and strengthen the relations 

between the parishes making up the 

Archdeaconry.  We illustrated that 

indeed, we are one family as an 

Archdeaconry. Love and unity was 

indeed evident throughout the day and it 

surely was a family day to remember. 

East London Central hosted its first Archdeaconry Family DAY 

St Alban’s seeks a special person as 

its new Rector.   The Priest will en-

joy an openness to the leading of the 

Holy Spirit, and will have proven 

leadership and communication skills. 

 

The Church belongs to the Graham-

stown Diocese, where it holds a spe-

cial place, both because of its vibran-

cy, and also its relative financial 

strength. 

 

The Holy Spirit is active in this place 

and we are particularly blessed with 

a growing multi-cultural congrega-

tion.   Our aim is to know Jesus, to 

grow in Him, to serve Him and to 

make Him known. 

 

The Church is a fine brick building 

with a hall and other facilities.   

There is an attractive double storey 

Rectory with front and back enclosed 

gardens with security fencing.   

There are over 285 families on the 

Parish Roll. 

 

There is an Assistant Priest, a Train-

ee Priest as well as secretarial staff 

to help the Rector. 

Our Rector’s stipend is paid by the 

Diocese, but augmented by the Par-

ish. 

 

East London is a port city situated in 

the Eastern Cape, around 650kms 

from Durban and 300kms from Port 

Elizabeth.   There are beautiful 

beaches in the vicinity, many re-

nowned for surfing.   The Indian 

Ocean coastline in the area offers a 

variety of scenery, ranging from wide

-open beaches to secluded lagoons, 

high sand dunes and cliffs.   The hin-

terland is mountainous.    

 

The city itself offers most amenities, 

with first rate sports facilities, res-

taurants and shopping centres.   

There are excellent Government 

Schools within the near vicinity of 

the church.   More details can be 

found by visiting the comprehensive 

website of a local estate agent: www-

pamgolding.co.za/east London. 

 

A full parish profile may be obtained 

from the church office: 

Tel +27 043 726 2467 

Fax +27 043 726 7270 

e-mail:  stalbans@telkomsa.net 

 

For further information, or if you 

have an interest in the above Post, 

please contact Bishop Ebenezer at 

+27 043 726 2466 or John Meecham, 

Church Warden, at +27 043 726 

2466 or e-mail: energes@mweb.co.za  

VACANCY – RECTOR OF ST ALBAN’S  VINCENT, EAST LONDON 
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The Holy Cross parish 

celebrated its 50 years of 

dedication to the service of 

God on the weekend of the 

13th to the 15th of October 

2017.  This parish is a 

spiritual home not only to the 

Mdantsane NU1 community 

but draws parishioners from 

the greater East London. This 

e v e n t  o f  C e l e b r a t i o n 

commenced by the great and 

full house Gala Dinner, and a 

powerful address by the Guest 

speaker Canon Dr. Vicentia 

Kgabe (Rector of the College of 

the Transfiguration) 

 

 On Saturday, there were 

number of  speakers that 

spoke on various matters that 

affecting our humanity.one of 

the greatest fear in our society 

is breast cancer, and there 

was an item of Health 

education on Cancer by the 

cancer survivor. The Ven 

B.T.M. Mfenyana reflected 

and unpacked the theme of 

the weekend “Arise, for your 

light has come and the 

Glory of the Lord is rising 

upon you” (Isaiah60.1). 

Children entertained the 

audience by music and dance 

and Olo, the young boy 

changed the house and some 

cried when he was singing 

“Lion of Judah”. Holy Cross 

parish Nyanga was there to 

support and made remarkable 

contribution by music and 

testimonies to encourage their 

fellow sisters as they share 

name “Holy Cross” . There 

were acknowledgement's of 

former Rectors of ths Parish 

by the current Rector 

Archdeacon Thami Mhlana. 

On Sunday The Bishop of 

Grahamstown closed with a 

tremendous service  by 

preaching and presided over 

the Eucharist. This services 

was blessed by the presence of 

the Dean Andrew Hunter.  

Holy Cross Parish  Mdantsane 50years Anniversary  

By Claire Nye Hunter 

Twenty five years ago, under the 

Chairmanship of Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu, the Anglican Church in Southern 

Africa passed the motion in favour of the 

Ordination of Women to the Priesthood 

at Provincial Synod. To commemorate 

this historic moment, more than 120 

women (ordained and lay) from across 

the province gathered in Johannesburg in 

September, under the banner 

‘Commemorate, Celebrate and 

Commit to Change’. Grahamstown 

Diocese was represented by Revds 

Nkosazana Maqoma, Noluthando 

Gixana,  Nomakorinte Biko, Lindelwa 

Kunene and Claire (Nozolile) Nye 

Hunter.  

We rejoiced at the consecration of two 

women Bishops - Ellinai Wamukoya 

(Swaziland) and Margaret Virtue (False 

Bay), and the appointment of Vincentia 

Kgabe as Rector of the College of the 

Transfiguration. However we noted with 

concern  that women are still very under- 

represented on important boards and 

committees, especially at leadership 

level. 

In conclusion, here are some brief 

reflections from our Diocesan 

participants: 

The Conference has lifted up our self- 

esteem as women priests because there 

are times when you find a difficult 

situation and you feel it’s because I am a 

woman….The Conference really gave 

identity to hold on and not adopt a 

position of inferiority but one of 

capability. Nomakorinte Biko 

 

Meeting such great minds has 

encouraged me a lot. My journey has 

been a long one and sharing      stories 

with other sisters gave me the resilience 

to remain steadfast. The robust 

discussions and the  different views on 

issues also added for me the sharpening 

of some of the debates within.                   

It was also exciting to see the beautiful 

colours and designs of shirts and dresses, 

and such vibrancy  in worship and praise. 

May we continue to grow and have a 

supportive environment to all who come   

into the ministry. Nkosazana Maqoma 

I am truly grateful to God for affording 

me such an opportunity – eye opening, 

inspirational and informative. Hearing 

all the experiences from others, one could 

sense that it has not been an easy road to 

freedom and also that there is still much 

that needs to be done by the grace of God. 

.. As women we should create a safe 

space to enable women to practise 

ministry in relation to worship, pastoral 

care and administration . The conference 

was an assurance that as women, God is 

calling us to a task much greater than 

themselves – that of changing the world; 

ordinary women doing extraordinary 

things; vessels for the Master’s use. 

Inkosi iyakukhupha izwi elinamandla 

ubemkhulu umkhosi weentokazi 

ezishumayela indaba ezilungileyo). This 

is our season. Lindelwa  Kunene 

 

I had a great time. It was reviving, 

encouraging and healing. Most of all it 

was time for me to strengthen my Faith 

and Hope only to God. What a wonderful 

time to be with other women priests from 

all over the Province - sharing pains, 

sufferings and joys in our ministry. I 

realised that the women clergy of our 

Diocese are really blessed, because 

Grahamstown Diocese seems to be much 

more inclusive and welcoming of us than 

is apparent in some other Dioceses.  It 

was really a relaxing time with God and 

engaging, knowing other people'. 

Noluthando Gixana 

25 Years of women Ordina1on   

Olo sings Lion of Judah 

Bishop Ebenezer, Archdeacon Mhlana 

and the Choir members 

Archdeacon Mhlana and the Kitchen 

staff 



S p r i n g  h a s  a r r i v e d  i n 

Grahamstown, with traditionally 

varied weather, anything from 

bitter cold to sunny 

heat, including some welcome rain 

which is beginning to refill our 

dams and has encouraged flowers 

and vegetables to sprout.  

On a sunny Saturday afternoon 

the  14th  October 2017, the 

Seniors of the  Cathedral of St 

George and St Michael were 

entertained among the flowers in 

the Deanery garden to a delicious 

tea served by the Cathedral 

Student Ministry Team. 

 

 The Revd Claire Nye Hunter 

made a point of welcoming Dean 

Andrew, who for the first time 

having turned 60 qualified to be a 

“guest” rather than a “host”! 

Umbuliso uyakubulisa . 

From the Bishop’s diary 

NOVEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 

Sun  3rd               St Andrews Ginsberg  

                    Episcopal visit 

 

Wed 6th to Fri 8th    Khahlamba Elective       

                    Assembly 

 

Sat  9th              Consecration Mthatha 

 

Tue 12th to Wed 13th Marriage Counselling  

 

Thu 14th to Sun 17th Iviyo Renewal Conference 

 

Tue 19th to Wed 20thMarriage Counselling 

 

Sun  24th               Midnight Service at the  

          Cathedral       

 

Merry Christmas, and may this new year 

bring you joy and laughter. To be happy is 

the greatest wish in life. May our love find 

its way to your heart this holiday season. 

Have a wonderful 1me    

  

Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contribu1ons welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 636 1995; Fax  046 622 5231 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Luthando 

Madiba, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  
20 January 2018 

Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

The Cathedral of St Michael and St 

George held its end of the Year farewell 

Choir concert on the 22nd of October. The 

Cathedral Choir conductor was  

Kutlwano Kepadisa  and they presented 

a selection of some 16 items from their 

2017 repertoire. There were two boys, by 

the names of Sixolile Lamani and 

Sivuyisiwe Ngqiyaza, who had been part 

of the choir since they were young. This 

was a marvellous and joyous celebration 

night.  

End-of-Year Farewell 

Choir Concert 

Thank you for your 

unceasing financial support 

to the Diocese. As you know 

we have our Diocesan and 

Provincial commitments we 

need to end the year by 30th 

of November 2017. Could you 

speedily pay all your arrears 

in order to enable us to close 

the year on a good note.  

DIOCESAN FINANCES  

Bereavements 
We continue to pray for the 

Magxwalisa family as they 

mourn the death of their 

mother Buyiswa Jane 

Magxwalisa (Mother of 

Canon Magxwalisa) whose 

funeral service was held at 

the Cathedral of St Michael 

and St George on Friday the 

27th of October 2017. 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL  

Will take place on Wednesday 29th 

November 2017 at St John’s, East 

London. All Archdeacons are 

reminded to come to the Diocesan 

Council with their archdeaconry 

representatives, lay and cleric, as 

elected by Synod. We also invite all 

archdeaconry bursars to attend this 

meeting.  

Seniors’ Spring Tea 

 

 


