
By Blessings Chinganga 

On Monday the 28th of February 

2017 the College of the 

Transfiguration held its annual 

graduation ceremony, at the college 

campus.  

In attendance were the six 

graduates of the class of 2017 (two 

in absentia), as well as the Bishop 

of Grahamstown, Bishop Ebenezer 

Ntlali, the Rector at the College of 

the Transfiguration, Revd Dr V.R 

Kgabe, the Dean of the Cathedral of 

St Michael and St George, Dean 

Andrew and his wife Revd Claire 

Hunter, and the guest speaker, 

Archbishop emeritus  Njongonkulu 

Ndungane, to mention a few 

esteemed guests. Family and 

friends of the graduates were also 

in attendance, as well as the rest of 

the COTT student body.  

 

The guest speaker, The former  

Archbishop Ndungane, addressed 

the ailing political leadership in our 

country and urged the outgoing 

graduates to be strong in the face of 

moral and leadership bankruptcy.  

 

He urged the graduates to consider 

radical Christianity as a viable tool 

to conquer the numerous social sills 

in the country as well as within the 

Anglican Church itself. He drew a 

few examples of times in the past 

when brave priests directly 

confronted, and conquered against, 

challenges in their time and 

encouraged the graduates to do the 

same. We wish the graduates luck 

and will pray for them as they 

embark on their journey into 

ministering the word of Jesus 

Christ to their fellow Anglicans. 

 

 Umbuliso 

 

     The Greeting  

 
 Newsletter of the Diocese of Grahamstown                Easter 2017. Vol 43 No. 2 

 

 Inside this issue: 

Bishop’s le�er  2, 4 

The Ins�tu�on of  

Archdeacon Cynthia Webbstock 2 

Welcoming of Mrs Ngewu   3 

Vigil of Prayer  3 

Get out of Lo-Debar  4 

Servers’ Retreat   5 

Department of Spirituality  5 

Lay Ministers on Missionary  

Model  6 

East London East, Lady Day 6 

Big Sister, Li�le Sister  7 

The Mothering Sunday  7 

Gender Desk   8 

New Diocesan Staff  8 

Bereavements  8  

 

 

College of the Transfigura�on 2017 Gradua�on Ceremony. 

ArchBishop Ndungane 



Umbuliso Easter 2017, page 2 

Dear Brothers and Sisters   

 

Thank you for journeying with us 

through Ash Wednesday, Lent until 

we come to the period of the tridium 

of which the resurrection of Christ is 

the climax.  Our prayer for you is 

that Christ’s victory over the grave 

may constantly be enlivened within 

you so that our unity with the 

Trinity may keep growing from 

strength to strength.  

St Paul’s words reinvigorated my 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  C h r i s t ’ s 

Resurrection that though we are 

like sheep awaiting slaughter, 

overwhelming victory is ours 

through Christ who loved us 

enough to die for us…(Roman 8:36-

37, Living Bible Version ). 

The implication of these two verses 

illuminates the world’s political, 

economic, and social complexities. 

Most of the time, we are caught up 

as recipients of the decisions we 

never discuss and vote for. Wars and 

anarchy at both family and national 

levels become our daily bread and 

indeed we become like sheep waiting 

for the sharpest knife of the 

slaughter house. 

However, as the Body of Christ, 

united with Him in his death and 

resurrection through Baptism, we 

keep getting restored to new life in 

the Spirit (APB, page 380#38), and 

live as Christ’s ambassadors (2 

Corinthians 5:20) in a wounded 

world. 

Like Jesus Christ’s disciples, we 

keep getting besieged by fear, 

anxiety and confusion that they 

experienced at the arrest and 

ultimate crucifixion of their Master. 

However, despite the despondency of 

Good Friday, the empty grave on 

Easter morning rejuvenated them 

and that is what Easter 2017 needs 

to do to us; to give a new will to live 

for Christ.   

Easter is experienced through 

listening to Jesus Christ who 

instructed His disciples to surrender 

to God’s priority; …thy will be done 

(Matthew 6:10). It is the prayer that 

infuses the world into heaven. 

Resurrection is through surrendering 

to God’s will. Succumbing to God’s 

will brings victory to the Christians.  

Jesus Christ walked the talk when at 

the cross and in excruciating pain 

prayed; …thy will be done (Luke 

22:42) He sought God’s to influence 

and that was victory through 

surrender. And you know what, an 

angel from heaven appeared to 

him and strengthened him (Luke 

22:43, TEV). No wonder that James’ 

letter urges the readers; Is anyone 

among you in trouble? He should 

pray (5:13, TEV). Jesus Christ’s 

prayer overwhelmed the devil; it 

didn’t expect God’s interference! You 

remember that the three pillars of 

Lent are prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21) 

and these must continue throughout 

a Christian’s life. Victory through 

s u r r e n d e r  e r a d i c a t e s  a n d 

overwhelms the devil’s plan. 

The parable of the prodigal son 

(Luke 15:11-32) vividly brings out 

victory through submission to God’s 

will. The young man, after 

frustrating himself mentally, 

spiritually and socially; and could 

not take it anymore,  surrendered his 

pride and the results frightened him! 

He was welcomed in a way he least 

i m a g i n e d .  H e  e x p e r i e n c e d 

resurrection before his real death 

and that is what surrendering to God 

means. 

 I am not aware of what areas in 

your life need to experience victory 

through surrender. Is it your 

marr iage  where  instead  o f 

w or s h i pp in g  Go d ,  y ou  ar e 

worshipping the pride of being a 

husband or is it about status which 

makes you abuse power or desiring 

to own all the wealth in the world 

that makes you corrupt and 

corruptible? Sit yourself down and 

think of the ways you have 

worshipped other things other than 

God and surrender them to God’s 

w i l l ;  a n d  t h e n  ex p e r ie n ce 

resurrection. The victory of the cross 

is through individual renunciation of 

self and submission to God’s plan. 

May Christ’s Easter victory over the 

grave be infused within you and 

enable you to surrender to God’s will 

through the power of the Holy Spirit; 

now and 

a l w a y s . 

Have a 

  

 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen  

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

By Luthando Madiba 

 Archdeacon Cynthia Webbstock was 

instituted as the Archdeacon of 

Alban and the Rector of St Paul Port 

Alfred on the 12 March 2017.  

This institution was conducted by 

the Bishop of Grahamstown, Bishop 

Ebenezer St Mark Ntlali who 

preached and presided.   

The St Paul’s Churchwardens 

welcomed the Bishop and the 

congregation and Visitors.   
After the Service of Institution, 

everybody was welcomed to a Lunch 

that was prepared.  

The Ins�tu�on of Archdeacon Cynthia Webbstock  

Archdeacon Cynthia  was doing Lord’s Prayer 

The Bishop presented the Rector to the Parish 
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By Maggy Clark 

Mass meetings took place on Friday 

7 April around South Africa after 

Honourable President Zuma sacked 

his Minister of Finance Pravin 

Gordhan. 

 

 In Grahamstown the Dean invited 

the Cathedral family and the general 

public to attend a Vigil of Prayer for 

the country, from 1:00-2:00 pm on 

Church Square.   

The marimbas played and the people 

gathered. The bells tolled, and there 

was quiet. After a welcome by the 

Dean, prayers were said and the 

Bishop of Grahamstown, Ebenezer 

Ntlali, addressed the crowd, a varied 

gathering reflecting all sectors of our 

society and all age-groups. Among 

them were veterans from the Black 

Sash, some carrying posters very 

similar to those they had displayed 

when protesting against the 

Nationalist Government of P W 

Botha.  

The Dean then opened the 

microphone to anyone, and there 

were songs and short speeches, all 

reflecting a deep unhappiness with 

the present leadership of the ANC 

and the direction in which South 

Africa is headed.  

The witty words of a rap song by 

Chris Mann, poet and member of the 

Cathedral congregation, had people 

chuckling and singing along, but it 

was a 20-year-old student also from 

the Cathedral, Kutlwano Kepadisa, 

whose wise words reminded the 

gathering of the seriousness of our 

situation. After a final prayer, the 

meeting concluded with the National 

Anthem, the words of which seemed 

especially appropriate: Nkosi 

sikelel’iAfrika… 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedic�ne ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for mee�ngs. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning un�l Sunday a+ernoon.  

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guest-

house@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

By Lihleli Vellem 

It was a heartwarming service at St. 

Francis Anglican Church on the 12 

February, as the congregation 

witnessed the inauguration of Mrs. 

Ngewu, wife to Deacon Zolile Ngewu, 

as a clergy spouse. Mrs. Ngewu who 

originates from the Diocese of 

Umzivumbu had her White Mothers 

Union vestment changed into a 

purple Clergy spouse vestment. All 

clergy spouse of St. Francis 

surrounded her throughout to show 

their pledge of support towards her. 

Mrs. Matebese , wife to the late 

Canon DT Matebese, shared 

with  her some secrets that keep 

clergy spouse strengthened in their 

journey of  supporting their 

husband's in their ministry.  

 Mrs. Matebese mentioned that she 

should pray unceasingly right next 

to her husband and always uphold 

him when needed. Mrs  Zameka 

Matshaya (affectionately known as 

NomZet) did the honors of vesting 

Mrs. Ngewu her purple blouse, with 

Mrs. Kuse there also witnessing that 

the service was rendered well…  

  

Archdeacon Matshaya also conveyed 

a few words of encouragement to 

both Rev and Mrs Ngewu stating 

amongst many that they too will one 

day lead a parish and will need to 

cater for the needs and problems of 

congregants.  He further mentioned 

that they should pray for all 

members of the congregants and 

whilst doing so they must love all of 

the congregants but trust not even 

one. They must trust in one another 

and trust in the Lord. 

Clergy spouse officially welcomed Mrs Nomachule Ngewu 

Mothers’ Union members  

Archdeacon welcomes the new member 

Vigil of Prayer for South Africa 

The Dean welcomes the crowd   

The Cathedral Marimbas   

The Bishop addresses the Community  
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Enkosi ngokuhamba nathi  ukususela 

kuLwesithathu woThuthu, sadlula 

kwiLente sada saza kufika kwithuba 

leenkonzo ezintathu zokugqibela 

ezifikelela kuvuthondaba ngoVuko 

lukaKrestu. Umthandazo wethu 

ngowokuba uloyiso lukaKrestu esoyisa 

ingcwaba lwanga lungathi gqolo  

ukuhlaziywa ngaphakathi kwenu ukuze 

umanyano lwethu nomTriniti  lube 

nokuthi gqolo lukhula ngokukhula. 

Amazwi kaPawulos oNgcwele akunike 

amandla amatsha ukuqonda kwam 

uVuko lukaKrestu lokuba naxa  

sibalelwa ekuthini sizizimvu 

zokuxhelwa sijongene noloyiso 

olugqithisileyo ngaye uKrestu  

owasithandayo ngangokude asifele... 

(Roma 8:36-37). 

Into ethethwa zezi vesi zimbini ityhila 

u b u n g x a k a n g x a k a  b e h l a b a t h i 

kwezopolitiko, nakwezentlalo. Amaxesha 

a m a n i n z i  s i y e  s i b a m b e k e 

njengabangabamkeli  bezigqibo 

esingazange sizixoxe sizivotele. Iimfazwe 

ne ngxuba ka xaka  e z i n tsa tshe n i 

nakumgangatho welizwe ziba zizonka 

zethu zemihla ngemihla, yaye eneneni 

siba njengeegusha ezilindele ukuxhelwa 

ngeyona mela ibukhali ekhayeni. 

Kambe, njengomzimba kaKrestu, 

simanyene naye ekufeni kwakhe sivuswa 

naye ebomini obutsha sikuMoya (iph. 

380  : 38,) siphile njengezigidimi 

zikaKrestu(2 Kor. 5:20) kwihlabathi 

elingxwelerhekileyo. 

Njengabafundi bakaYesu, sithe gqolo 

sigutyungelwa luloyiko, amaxhala 

n o k u b h i d e k a  a b a k u f u m a n a y o 

ngokubanjwa nokuphetha kuxhonywa 

kweNkosi yabo. Kambe ngaphandle 

kodandatheko okuza noLwesihlanu 

oLungileyo,  ingcwaba elize ngePasika 

kusasa labahlaziya emixhelweni. Nantso 

kanye into emele ukwenziwa kuthi 

yiPasika yowe-2017; ukusinika 

ukuzimisela ukuphilela uKrestu 

okutsha. 

IPasika iviwa ngokuphulaphula kuYesu 

Krestu owabayalelayo abafundi bakhe 

ukuba bazinikezele koko kubekwe 

phambili kwiinto zonke nguThixo: - 

intando yakho mayenziwe (Mat. 6:10) 

Nguloo mthandazo odudulela ihlabathi 

e z u l w i n i .  U V u k o  l w e n z e k a 

ngokuzinikezela kwintando kaThixo.  

Ukuziyekela kwintando kaThixo kuzisa 

uvuyo kumKrestu. 

UYesu Krestu wenza njengokuba 

ethetha xa wathi esemnqamlezweni 

kwiintlungu ezingathethekiyo – makube 

kokwakho ukuthanda (Luk.22:42). 

Wafuna ifuthe likaThixo nto leyo eyaba 

luloyiso ekuzinikezeleni. Niyazi?   

Kwabonakala ke kuye isithunywa, 

sivela ezulwini,  simomeleza 

(Luk.22:43) Akumangalisi ke ngoko 

ukuba iNcwadi kaYakobi ibakhuthaze 

abafundi bayo ithi: kukho mntu na 

phakathi kwenu uva ububi? 

M a k a t h a n d a z e  ( Y a k .  5 : 1 3 ) . 

Umthandazo kaYesu wamoyisa 

u S a t h a n a ;  u s a t h a n a 

wayengakulindelanga ukungenelela 

kukaThixo!  Khumbulani ukuba iintsika 

ezintathu zeLente ngumthandazo, 

ukuzila nokunika amalizo. (Mat. 6:1-

6, 16-21) yaye ezo zinto kufuneka 

ziqhube kubo bonke ubomi bomKrestu. 

Uloyiso ngokunikezela ludoncula yaye 

lutshabalalisa icebo likaSathana. 

Umzekeliso wonyana wolahleko (Luk. 

15:11-32) ulubonakalisa ngokucacileyo 

uloyiso ngokuzinikezela kwintando 

kaThixo .   Lo  mfana,  emva 

k o k u z i x ha l a b i s a  e n gq o n d w e n i , 

emphefumlweni  nasentlalweni, kwada 

kwathi  pheza, wanikezela ngekratshi 

lakhe, iziphumo zamtsho woyika! 

Wamkelwa ngendlela angazange 

ayicinge. Wabona uvuko phambi kokufa 

kwenene,yiyo leyo kanye into ethethwa 

kukuzinikezela kuThixo. 

Andazi ukuba ziziphi iindawo kubomi 

benu ezifuna uloyiso ngokuzinikezela. 

Mhlawumbi ngumtshato wakho apho 

uthi endaweni yokunqula uThixo, unqule 

ikratshi lokuba ngumyeni  okanye into 

ebalulekieyo kuwe liwonga okulo elenza 

ukuba uwasebenzise kakubini amagunya 

akho, okanye ngumnqweno wokuba 

ufumane bonke ubutyebi beli lizwe 

owenza ukuba ube nobuqhophololo 

o k a n y e  u s e t y e n z i s w e  l u l a 

ngabobuqhophololo?  Khawuhlale 

phantsi ukhe ucinge ngeendlela othe 

wanqula ezinye izinto ezingenguye 

uThixo, uzinikezele kwintando kaThixo, 

uze uyive le nt o kuthiwa luvuko. Uloyiso 

lomnqamlezo lungokulahla komntu buqu 

alahle ubuyena azinikezele kwicebo 

likaThixo. 

Lwanga uloyiso lwePasika lukaKrestu 

esoyisa ingcwaba lungathululelwa 

ngaphakathi kwenu lwenze ukuba 

nizinikezele kwintando kaThixo, 

ngamandla oMoya oyiNgcwele, ngoku 

nangawo onke amaxesha. Nibe nePasika 

esikelelekileyo. Haleluya. 

(For English, see page 2) 

  uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 Haleluya!  UKrestu uvukile  

Bazalwana noodade abathandekayo  

By Luthando Madiba 

On the 28th January 2017, the Diocesan 

Youth Guild ( DYG) opened this year by 

having a Service which was held at  

Kidd’s Beach Archdeaconry, Phumlani, 

St. Mary Anglican Church Eat London. 

Archdeacon Z.T. Dlanjwa who is the 

Chaplain of this Guild opened the 

Programme with Prayer and short words 

of encouragement. The Programme 

Director was Lihle Vellem. Before the 

Service commence, he called the DYG 

Executive to stand and introduced them.  

 

The Guest speaker of the day was Mrs M. 

Wontoti. She acknowledged the theme 

she was given by the Executive but she 

humbly asked to use 2Samuel 2:1-13 and 

her theme was “somebody dropped 

me”. She went deep with this scripture 

reading unpacking it by going back 

before the reading (exegesis) and made it 

clear and understandable to all. She 

then, therefore, asked the Youth to 

examine themselves and do self 

introspection by asking them selves  this 

question, “who dropped you?”. After  

then she said that let us not hate the 

people who dropped us, instead we 

should  have a responsibility of standing 

up after we are dropped (“Phuma 

eLodibare” get out of Lo-Debar). She 

finally said, “you must know only one 

thing, you are the Children of the 

Kingdom no matter how the world views 

you or have done you wrong but you 

belong to the Kingdom of God”. After her 

speech, prayers and Testimonies were 

done, this session was  conducted by 

Athule Makeleni. 

 A W F  a l s o  m a d e  w o r d s  o f 

encouragement. Revd Madiba closed with 

Benediction. 

Get out of Lo-Debar 

Mama Nongaye Wonton� 
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 

SPIRITUALITY 

 

Veni, creator Spiritus Come, Holy 

Ghost, our souls inspire 

 

Hymn 162 Xhosa Hymnal and 

Hymn 157 Ancient and 

Modern is used in the 

invocation of God the Holy 

Spirit 

In our journey to discover the 

Third Person of the Holy 

Trinity I invite us to sing this 

very profound Hymn with 

deeper understanding and 

meaning as we explore herein 

who God the Holy Spirit is 

 May God open our spiritual 

minds, hearts, ears and eyes 

and imbue us with Spiritual 

knowledge and understanding 

as we traverse through the 

Holy Scriptures to unpack the 

realities of who He is. We 

need to recognise Him as the 

Person who He is with an 

expectant desire to relate to 

Him and be filled with Him – 

“be filled with the Holy Spirit” 

Eph. 3:19 

He is the Third Person of the 

Godhead and Holy Trinity and 

has several attributes that we 

must understand and yearn 

for as we pray, “Come, Holy 

Spirit, our souls inspire” – 1 

John 5:7- 8 “For there are 

three that bear witness in 

heaven: the Father, the 

Word, and the Holy Spirit; 

and these three are one. And 

there are three that bear 

witness on earth: the Spirit, 

the water and the blood; and 

these three agree as one.” 

In our search for the truth 

about Him, I will herein share 

a few verses that will 

illuminate the attributes of 

the Holy Spirit which is not 

exhaustive and I hope to 

continue with this thread in 

our subsequent publications 

after which we shall explore 

together how we then enjoy 

these benefits which you will 

recall are foundational and 

fundamental – “God is Spirit 

and they that worship Him 

must worship Him in Spirit 

and in truth” John 4:24 

Power: (Dunamis) which is 

i n h e r e n t  p o w e r  t h a t 

reproduces itself 

He is power and gives power 

to do the work of God.  

Let us recall the last words of 

our Saviour to His disciples in 

Luke 24:49 “ until you are 

endued with power from on 

high”  

He gives you power to do the 

work of God in an automated 

fashion – St Peter, who had 

denied Him three times, was a 

completely different person 

after the Pentecost encounter. 

Micah 3:8 “But truly I am full 

of power by the Spirit of the 

Lord, and of justice and 

might”  

Spirit of anointing:  Is. 61:1; 

Luk 4: 18; Acts 10:38 “The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon Me 

because He has anointed Me to 

preach the gospel to the 

poor…” 

Can be given by laying - on of 

hands Acts 8:15- 19; 19:1-6; 

Romans 1:11 

Proceeds from the Father 

and the Son John 15:26  

Strengthens the inner man 

Ephesians 3:16 “that He 

would grant you, according to 

the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with might 

through His Spirit in the 

inner man”    

Can flow from the innermost 

being like rivers John 7:37-39 

“If anyone thirst, let him come 

to Me and drink. He who 

believes in Me as the Scripture 

has said out of his heart will 

flow rivers of living water. But 

this He spoke concerning the 

Spirit” 

Reveals things to men 

1Chronicles 28:12; Acts 11:28; 

21:4 

Spirit of truth John 14:17; 

15:26; 16:13; 1John 4:6; 5:6 

Teaches all things John 14:26 

“But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in My name, He will 

teach you all things, and bring 

to your remembrance all 

things that I 

said to you” 

Bring all 

things to 

m e m o r y 

John 14:26 

Helps in our 

w e a k n e s s e s 

and intercedes f o r 

us Romans 8:26 

Makes new creatures in 

Christ 1 Cor 6:11 “ justified in 

the name of our Lord Jesus 

and by the Spirit of our God” 

Seals until final redemption 

Ephesians 1:13; 4:30 “In Him 

you also trusted, after you 

heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, having believed, 

you were sealed with the Holy 

Spirit of promise who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance 

until the redemption”  

Can be grieved Ephesians 

4:30 “ and do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit, by whom you were 

sealed” 

Can be blasphemed against 

Matt 12:31 – unpardonable 

sin can depart from men 

1Samuel 16:14 

The world cannot receive Him 

John 14:17; Rom. 8:9 There 

are pre requisites to receive 

Him, see Eph 1:13 “hear the 

word of truth,  be saved and 

believe in the gospel”  

Heb 2:3-4 

AMEN 

By Siya Mkhiva 

The OSV ( Diocesan Servers) had a 

fulfilling and a fruitful Retreat on 

the 4th March 2017. 

This retreat was held at Holy 

Trinity in king Williams Town. 

The theme of this was “spiritual 

calling and Anglicanism”. 

Our  Chaplain , Canon Noluthando  

Gixana, opened with the Eucharist 

Service which introduced us to the 

Retreat. 

Dr Prim Beja was the retreat 

conductor of the day. She started by 

the guided meditation, then after 

she made a  speech about the 

importance of the Sanctuary and of 

the work alter servers are called to   

do. She quoted some   few bible 

verses like: Exodus 25:11-15, 

Leviticus 16, Revelations 5:11-14, 

Revelations 8:1-5, Revelations 7:9, 

R e v e l a t i o n s  4 : 2 . 

As the Order of St Vincent, we used 

this gathering as a chance where we 

did the Elections  to have a 

Diocesan interim structure. 

The Diocesan executive is as follows: 

Chairperson - Siphesihle Kose 

Vice  -  Xhanti  Marubelela  

Recording Secretary - Siya Mkiva 

General Secretary - Sive Macklein 

Treasurer -  Dolly  Dlanjwa 

Organiser -  Ntsika Giyose 

Additional members: Nkcubeko 

Tetani ,  Nomfundo Wulana, 

Sinesipho Ralane and Andisiwe 

Ntengento.  

We were approximately 140 Servers 

attended from  all Archdeaconries of 

the Diocese of Grahamstown except 

the Winterbarg Archdeaconry.  

The Order of St Vincent Retreat 

Servers were wai�ng for the guest speak  

Siya Mkiva was thanking Dr Beja a+er service 
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By Zukisa Mabuya 

The Interim Diocesan OSB Committee, 

led by Zukisa Mabuya (Co-ordinator), 

and  Revd Canon Noluthando Gixana 

(Chaplain) held its first Committee 

meeting on Saturday 11 March 2017 at 

the Holy Trinity Church-Dimbaza.  

The meeting started with a Eucharist 

Service conducted by the Chaplain- the 

Revd Canon Noluthando Gixana. Six out 

of twelve Archdeaconries attended the 

meeting having received apologies from 

Alice and Winterberg Archdeaconries 

respectively. In attendance were some of 

the new Archdeaconries' Chaplains; the 

Revd Vuyani Mnqathu (EL East), Revd 

David Ngqame (EL West) and also the 

Revd Dr Canon Sam Beja. 

The purpose of the meeting among others 

was to look at, discuss and endorse the 

2017 Year Plan, look at strategies in 

promoting OSB in the Diocese in line 

with the Diocesan Vision and Mission, 

discuss the Guidelines document, look at 

the Diocesan Missionary Model in line 

with the  Vision and Mission of the 

Diocese.  As the Order we have also 

decided to look closely at the Missionary 

Model. Mr. Dumani Mboni to help us 

familiarise ourselves with the MM which 

is next to the Bishop's heart and also 

map out the role that could be played by 

the OSB to bring it into fruition. The MM 

formed part of the Bishop's Charge at the 

2016 Diocesan Synod.  

The Order is planning to embark on 

visiting the various Archdeaconries 

which humbly request support from our 

various Archdeacons and Priests to 

encourage the Lay Ministers to be part of 

the gatherings. We also received a 

presentation from the Order of St 

Vincent representatives Lay ministers 

Nkosinathi Tetani, Norma Macanda  and 

Zanele Ngubo. The development and 

promotion of the OSB and OSV 

respectively is Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali's 

vision as part of his mission in trying to 

develop and grow the Church. All of us 

are supposed to support and respect his 

plans and vision which are for the good 

benefit of the Diocese. Many thanks to all 

those who support us daily. The Revd 

Canon Noluthando Gixana is also the 

Chaplain to the Diocesan Servers.   

Order of St Barnabas on Missionary   

 

 

By B. Maselwa 

25 March 2017 was a 

joyous day when the MU 

members gathered to 

worship and fellowship 

together, remembering 

their patron Mary, 

mother of Jesus. It was a 

beautiful cool day after 

the previous scorching 

d a y s .   

The service started with a 

banner procession by the four 

parishes; St Martin’s by the 

sea, St Alban’s, St Luke’s and 

St Phillip’s. St Luke’s Rector, 

Revd Mnqathu  welcomed us 

and read from Philippians 

4:4.......’wishing us joy in the 

Lord. Mrs Thoko Mbekela 

delivered a speech on the 

purpose of gathering on this 

day, worldwide. 

When a child is to be born, the 

mother prepares for the 

unborn child. The same 

applied to Mary, mother of 

Jesus. We are blessed and we 

should have trust in our 

salvation and rejo i ce . 

Now that we have received 

Christ, what are we doing to 

reach out to others? Mary 

extended her love to Jesus’s 

disciples by serving and 

humbling herself, hence the 

creation of nuns.  

Let us unite in prayer and 

listen to what God is 

ministering to us. We belong 

to the East Archdeaconry. 

Therefore, we should also 

shine like the sun that rises in 

the East. Mary never doubted 

God, but trusted and believed 

what was said by the angel. 

This message was cemented 

by Archdeacon Mduzana with 

an insipiring theme, ‘Highly 

favoured by God and He 

wants to do great things 

through me’. 

This was followed by 

induction of new 

committee members 

and anointing by Rev 

Canon N. Gxana. 

St Martin’s rector 

e ncourage d and 

motivated the newly 

elected members, 

making all members 

a w a r e  o f  t h e 

importance of their 

care and support for 

the functioning of the 

office. Presiding Member, Mrs 

Snowy Magaqa delivered 

motivational words and 

presented accolades to those 

who have worked hard in 

supporting and building the 

MU in the past six years she 

h a s  b e e n  i n  o f f i c e . 

The  ne wl y  a ppo inte d 

Presiding Member, Mrs 

Noxolo Jekwa expressed her 

gratitude to all present for 

making this day even more of 

a blessing.  

East London East Archdeaconry Lady Day  

 

 

Lay-Ministers at Dimbaza 

Lay-Ministers at Dimbaza 
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By Babalwa Bali 

Being a teenager is such a 

hard thing to be, but being a 

teenage girl is a whole 

different minefield. The 

Associates of St Agnes 

members at St Francis know 

this only too well and thus 

started a peer mentorship 

programme, in the form of a 

series of conversations with 

their “little sisters” because 

intentionally surrounding 

yourself with a small 

sisterhood is one of the key 

elements to standing strong in 

your Christian walk. 

The first day started with a 

full day of sharing and 

learning about serving the 

L o r d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , 

p r a c t i c a l  f a i t h  a n d 

relationship building. Our goal 

as ‘Big Sisters’ is to enhance 

Christian fellowship and 

discipleship through peer 

mentoring; through many 

expressions of mutual trust 

and care we grow more and 

more into Christ-likeness. 

Peer mentoring, at its most 

basic, is simply good caring 

and accountable friendship 

where two people agree to 

make time for each other and 

to grow with intentionality 

together. 

Mentoring is a biblical idea. 

Although the word “mentor” 

itself is never used in 

Scripture, the principles 

applied when using that 

terminology are found 

throughout the biblical text. 

Jesus mentored the 12 

disciples. Eli mentored 

Samuel. Samuel mentored 

Saul and David.  The greatest 

ministry one could do in their 

lifetime might not be 

something you do, but 

someone you mentor. 

Authentic life is generally 

contingent on transparency. 

We can easily fool ourselves 

that we live transparent lives 

before God, but if we don't 

reveal ourselves before trusted 

peers we miss opportunities to 

identify where we are 

straying. Two are better than 

one, says the writer of 

Ecclesiastes (4:9-12). With a 

trusted friend, accountability 

is not only easier, but 

encouraged, too. 

 

We experienced courage in 

confessing our sin. Only when 

we risked our secrets did we 

show we trusted the other 

p e r s o n  w i t h  o u r 

vulnerabilities. 

Disciplines such as prayer are 

enhanced in the company of 

others. Our prayers have more 

basis beyond ourselves when 

we pray in 

the company of others. And 

they are perhaps more 

thoughtful. (But a threat is 

they can also be more fake, but 

this is a story for another 

time). To practise this, we 

hiked up a small mountain on 

the following Sunday before 

church to give thanks to God 

in prayer. 

A follow-up session was a 

healing service conducted by 

Revd Ntshukumo Zantsi, 

where he helped us face our 

past hurt and how to move 

past them by God’s grace, but 

more importantly teaching us 

to recognise God in our 

suffering and allowing Him to 

walk us through it. The 

session was attended by a few 

mothers from the church to 

offer support, hugs and lots of 

tissues. We touched on social 

media etiquette because social 

media requires grace too  

The road God leads us on 

doesn’t always make sense 

while we’re traveling it. This is 

why we are told, “Trust in the 

Lord with all your heart; do 

not depend on your own 

understanding. Seek his will 

in all you do, and he will direct 

your paths” (Proverbs 3:5–6 

NLT). 

Big Sister, Li�le Sister 

Members of St Agnus Guild  

 

 

By Kholiwe Mkiva 

St Bartholomew’s parish in Alice 

celebrated Mothering Sunday on 

the 26th of March 2017. The speaker 

of the day was Mrs Mzamane. 

Where she delivered a speech about 

the mothering Sunday, she 

mentioned that the church is our 

mother, so we have to present gifts 

to it.  

 We elected a woman who is  an 

example of how to do the work of 

the church and worked in the 

leadership of the Mothers Union 

with excellence and was honored 

with a golden pin, Mrs Thotho 

seated next to Reverend Biko.  

The MU Guild did the preparations 

of all this with the help of the 

congregation. ‘Onendlebe zokuva 

uvile’. Mrs Mtshizana baked a 

Simmnel caked which symbolizes 

unity, the unity of Simon and Nell. 

Mrs April representing Mothers 

Union, brought maniples for the lay 

ministers.  

 

Mrs Mkiva also representing 

Mothers Union presented a gift of a 

banner written “God is the Spirit , 

and those who worship Him must 

w o r s h i p  H i m  i n  S p i r i t 

and  Truth” (John 4 vs24) 

Miss Siya Mkiva presented a table 

cloth that should be used on special 

days. The  congregation presented 

their gifts, the necessities of the 

church namely, Wafers, Wine, 

Charcoal, Candles, flowers and 

many more.  

This event was a successful event  

a n d  a  f r u i t f u l  o n e  t o 

everybody.                                          

                                                 

The Mothering Sunday   

Revd  Biko and her congrega�ons at Alice  



By Luthando Madiba 

 No ma?er how far away we 

are from each other, miles 

will melt away when Eternal 

love abides. This Easter we 

are reminded that Distance 

will not Ma?er for we know 

that love conquers all when 

great sacrifices are made.    

Umbuliso uyakubulisa . 

From the Bishop’s diary 

 

APRIL 

1 Sat DSG Council Meeting 

 

2 Sun Institution of Revd   

           Etienne Maree at St 

           Michael, Nahoon 

 

 9 Sun    Institution of Revd  

           Noelene Arends at St 

           Martin-by-the-Sea, 

           Gonubie 

 

29 Sat Baptism of Lulibo 

           Madiba at the     

           Cathedral 

 
MAY 

 1 Mon   AWF St Joseph Day,  

            St Andrew,                  

  Mdantsane 

 

9 Tue    Chapter Meeting 

 

11-12  Johannesburg for Dental 

  Treatment   

 

13 Sat MU Council Elections 

            at Holy Trinity 

 

 14 Sun  Peddie Confirmations 

 

21 Sun  St Saviour         

           Confirmations 

22-29  The Bishop will in Belin 

  Wittenberg German, as a 

  liaising officer of the 

  Anglican Church of  

  Southern Africa 
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Bereavements 
We pray for Revd Penny Schultz 

and the Family following the pass 

on of Denzil  Schultz her husband 

on the 29 March in Port Alfred. 

 

We Pray for Revd B Magodla and  

Family after the pass on of his  

sister, Ms Dyani.  She was buried 

on Saturday 1 April at Mxumbu.  

 

We pray for Archdeacon Gareth 

Jones and the Family after the 

passing on of Doreen Jones 

(mother) on the 25 March 2017 in 

Bloemfontein.   

Ms Sinalo Qolohle Mr Zukisani Mabandla Ms Blessings Chinganga 

We are happy to welcome the three new staff members 

to the Diocesan Office in Grahamstown. 

Sinalo Qolohle: completed her 

Undergraduate and Honours 

Degrees   in Public Administration 

at Fort Hare  University. She is now 

completing her Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration at Fort Hare 

and has joined the Diocesan Office 

as the Bishop’s Intern. She is from 

Fort Beaufort. 

Zukisani Mabandla: completed his 

Bachelor of Commerce Degree at the 

University of Fort Hare. He served 

as a Bursar for the King William’s 

Town (East and West) Archdeaconry 

and he was also a Lay minister in 

the Fellowship of Vocation in the 

Diocese. He is from King William’s 

Town and has a wife and three 

children. 

Blessings Chinganga: completed 

her  Bachelor of Art in Law and 

Politics and International Relations 

Degree at Rhodes University and 

has joined the Diocesan Office as the 

Media Intern. She is from 

Grahamstown. 

The Diocesan Gender desk led by 

Lay Canon Nontobeko Moletsane 

was launched during the 16 days of 

Activism by the Right Reverend 

Ebenezer St Mark Ntlali at Holy 

Cross in the year 2015.  

Gender Desk 


