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Stitches to inspire: The embroiderers from the Keiskamma Arts Project who had 

created the Lady Chapel Altarpiece came to the Choral Evensong on 3 July when it 

was dedicated by the Dean. It was given in memory of the late Canon Bob Clarke, 

whose family were all present for the occasion. 

A different point of view: This painting 

by Marie Mohlomi appeared in the 

Operation Mobilisation exhibition “40 

Stones in the Wall”. Viewers were in-

vited to take photos of it with their 

phones, and turn the picture the other 

way up—with surprising results! 

This year Spiritfest in the National 

Arts Festival in Grahamstown was 

more ecumenical than ever. The 

Presbyterian Church hosted Gospel 

music concerts, and the Winter 

School lectures were organised by 

the Jesuit Institute and took place 

in St Patrick’s Catholic Church. 

The exhibition in the Cory Room, as 

last year, was by a group of artists 

brought together by the evangelis-

tic organisation Operation Mobili-

sation, whose training sessions 

were hosted by the Grahamstown 

Baptist Church. 

 The Anglican Cathedral was the 

scene of choral concerts, organ re-

citals, marimba concerts, visual art, 

tours of the bell tower, an Open Mic 

session, and inspiring worship, in-

cluding Eucharists, Choral Even-

song and  a Lucernarium: a candle-

lit evening service. 

Grahamstown Churches work together to welcome 

Festival visitors 

A happy Easter face: On the Day of 

Resurrection five new members were 

admitted to the Anglican Girls’ Guild of 

St Augustine’s Grahamstown. Hlombe 

Mvula, granddaughter of the Revd 

Gwen, is the youngest member of the 

Guild. 

New admissions to 

Anglican Girls’ Guild 
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 Jesus Christ gives rest to the People of God 

According to a statement issued by 

the Archbishop’s office, the Angli-

can Church of Southern Africa’s e-

reader project has donated tablet 

computers to the Province's resi-

dential seminary, the College of the 

Transfiguration in Grahamstown. 

 This followed meetings with the 

Rector of the college, the Revd Dr 

Vicentia Kgabe, on incorporating 

and exploring new methods of 

teaching and learning through 

technology. The tablets will remain 

the property of the college and the 

project will be evaluated in Octo-

ber, shortly before the students 

commence their final exams.  Like Moses: Lungi Makgoba, the Archbishop’s wife, delivered tablets, which she 

handed to second-year students and members of staff at the College. 

Tablets donated to College of the Transfiguration 

Dear People of God 

 

We are always excited to see how 

the members of the diocesan family 

support the mission of God in the 

Diocese through their prayers, gen-

erous giving, worshipping in truth, 

hard work, commitment and dedica-

tion to their Lord and one another. 

 We want to share with you how 

Jesus encouraged the disciples of 

his time by saying to them “come to 

me all who are weary and burdened 

and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me; 

for I am meek and lowly in heart 

and you shall find rest for your 

souls; my yoke is kindly and my 

burden is light”. (Matt 11: 28-30). 

 This means that for those who 

follow Jesus Christ, they are confi-

dent in him. Their gift of faith and 

the Holy Spirit produces in them 

the fruit of the Spirit. That is: love, 

joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, meekness 

and self-control (Galatians 5: 22; 1 

John 2: 3). This enables them to 

bring forth the works of gratitude 

performed in spontaneous obedience 

to Christ. (Hendrickson: Gospel of 

Matthew p. 503). Jesus calls upon 

those who are weary and are bur-

dened to come to him. That refers to 

all those disciples who are op-

pressed by the heavy loads of the 

challenges of their time. 

 Jesus called the audience of his 

time, and our time, to come to him 

and receive eternal salvation, to 

free them from uncertainty, fear, 

anxiety and despair. He is prepared 

to fill our hearts with peace of mind 

and heart (John 14: 27). 

 Jesus is encouraging the people 

of his time, and our time, to accept 

his teaching to be saved through 

him and to have a simple trust in 

him. In that way we shall follow the 

Lord, who is meek and lowly in 

heart. This shows us that, as a fam-

ily of the diocese irrespective of the 

individual and structural challenges 

that we face in our church, our obli-

gation is to support God’s mission in 

Jesus Christ. If we commit our-

selves entirely to him, leaving eve-

rything in the hands of him who 

loves and cares for us, the Lord Je-

sus Christ through his meekness 

will transform our lives to be peace-

ful, peace-loving persons like him. 

(Hendrickson: Gospel of Matthew 

pp. 504 – 505). 

 Jesus goes on to say that his 

yoke is kindly, his burden is light 

and in him we shall find rest for our 

souls. This means that he will im-

part to us eternal salvation, peace 

and joy. We will be freed from sin. 

The new person in us will make us 

happy people to be partners in 

God’s mission, and not a burden. 

 We the baptised members of the 

body of Christ are reminded by the 

words in the APB 1989 page 588 

that ministry will be our great joy 

and privilege. It is also a weighty 

responsibility which none would 

dare to undertake except for the call 

from God who will always give us 

his strength in Jesus Christ in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore 

as individuals, and as the diocesan 

family, let us surrender our lives, 

our burdens, our obligations, and 

those of our brothers and sisters in 

the world to our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and in that way we will all find rest 

in our souls from him.    

 Let us all join hands and con-

tinue to be anchored in Christ,  

committed to him and transformed 

by him. 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 
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P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

By Anna Mangaliso 

The 18th Biennial Conference of 

the Grahamstown Diocese Mothers’ 

Union was hosted by King Wil-

liam’s Town East Archdeaconry 

which worked jointly with the KWT 

West Archdeaconry. It ran from 9- 

12 July 2015 with the theme: 

“United in prayer enhancing stable 

family lives”. 

 The official opening of the event 

was done by the Bishop of the Dio-

cese the Right Revd Ebenezer 

Ntlali on the 10th of July with a 

Eucharist service. The Bishop left 

the members with a big question 

for introspection: “Are you a woman 

of darkness (Eve)? Or a woman of 

Light (Mary)”. 

 The President of the Mothers’ 

Union, Mandisa Mhlwatika, in her 

address called upon members to 

remain committed in prayer and 

also to pay attention to Vision 2024, 

with their main focus being on 

strengthening and preserving sta-

ble family lives. 

 The conference was addressed 

by speakers who focused on parent-

ing and its challenges. Members 

left the conference equipped. The 

Holy Spirit’s presence was felt right 

through the conference. Our sister 

dioceses of Mthatha, Mbhashe, 

Khahlamba and Port Elizabeth 

were also part of the conference. 

 The conference closed in style 

with the cutting of the cake in cele-

bration of 110 years! All the past 

Presidents were invited and the 

symbolic cutting of the cake was 

done by the Presidents after it was 

blessed by the Bishop. 

MU Biennial Conference: “United in prayer enhancing stable family lives” 

Left: Mandisa Mhlwatika delivers the Presidential 

Address. Above: Past Presidents of the MU cutting 

the cake: From left: Noluthando Lucas, Mazoe 

Nopece, Nomakorinte Biko and Noncedo Ntlali.  

New Officers elected for Grahamstown Archdeaconry  

Bernard Mizeki Guild 

By Bro Matya: Media Officer  

The St Bernard Mizeki Guild of the 

Grahamstown Archdeaconry met on 19-

20 June 2015 at St Philip's Anglican 

church, with great enthusiasm, in com-

memoration of their Martyr, St Ber-

nard Mizeki. What an occasion!  

 The first day  started with imvuse-

lelo (community outreach). The guild 

was joined by the two Diocesan execu-

tive members: Bro Mgatyelwa 

(Diocesan President) and Bro Nonjobe 

(Diocesan Media Officer), to monitor 

our Archdeaconry executive election. 

 The Revd D Monakali gave us the 

theme of the day, from Isaiah 55:1 

“Invitation to salvation and the feast of 

Jesus Christ”. The election followed 

and the following were elected:  

The Revd Z Mabona: Chaplain; the 

Revd D Monakali: President; Bro Kula: 

Chair-person; Bro Anton: Secretary; 

Bro Nongqulo: Deputy Secretary; Bro 

Gumenge: Treasurer; Bro Matya: Me-

dia Officer; Bro Nqweniso: Develop-

ment Officer; Bro Qangule: Training 

and Social Responsibility.  

 On the second day, Sunday, worship 

took place at St Philip’s and the execu-

tive members were installed. The 

preacher and celebrant of the day was 

the Sub-Dean, the Revd M Dyantyi. In 

his sermon he reminded us of the role 

played by St Bernard Mizeki, who was 

martyred for his belief in Christ. He 

drew our attention to look at our em-

blem thoroughly. It includes an igqudu 

(knopkierie) and umkhonto (spear). We 

were inspired to be strong in our faith.  

 After the services, iingxowa (fund-

raising) took place, with support from 

the Mothers’ Union, AWF, and the 

Youth Guild. The food was served for 

us by the St Philip's congregation. 

Words of appreciation were givien to 

the St Philip’s congregation and the 

incumbent of the parish, the Revd M 

Mize, who was simultaneously ap-

plauded for his dedication to the Men’s 

Guild, as he was the diocesan president 

from 2009 to 2014. We try to keep the 

flag of Bernard Mizeki flying in his 

Archdeaconry.  
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Bantu abathandekayo bakaThixo 

 

Sisoloko sivuyiswa kukubona indlela 

a th i  ngayo  amalungu  o sapho 

lwedayosisi axhase umsebenzi kaThixo 

kwiDayosisi ngemithandazo yabo, uku-

nikela ngesisa, ukunqula ngenyaniso, 

umsebenzi onzima, ukuzimisela nokuz-

inikela kwabo kwiNkosi yabo nakwa-

banye abantu. 

    Sifuna ukwabelana nani ngendlela 

awathi ngayo uYesu wakhuthaza aba-

fundi bexesha lakhe  ngokuthi kubo: 

“Yizani kum nonke nina nibulalekayo, 

nisindwayo yimithwalo, ndoninika 

ukuphumla. Thabathani idyokhwe yam 

niyithwale, nifunde kum; ngokuba ndi-

nobulali, ndithobekile ngentliziyo; noyi-

fumanela ukuphumla imiphefumlo 

yenu. Kuba idyokhwe yam imnandi, 

nomthwalo wam ulula.” (Mat. 11: 28-

30). 

 Le nto ithetha ukuthi abo balandela 

uYesu Krestu, bamthembile. Isipho 

sabo sokholo noMoya oNgcwele zivelisa 

kubo isiqhamo soMoya. Oko ke lu-

thando, luvuyo,  ukuzeka kade um-

sindo, ububele, ukulunga, intembeko, 

ubulali nokuzeyisa (kumaGal. 5:22; 1 

Yoh. 2:3). Loo nto yenza ukuba bavelise 

imisebenzi yombulelo ethi izenzekele 

ngokukhululekileyo ekuthobeleni uKre-

stu (Hendrikse; Gospel of Matthew, 

p.503). UYesu ubiza abo badiniweyo ba-

bulalekayo yimithwalo ukuba beze 

kuye. Loo nto ibhekisa kubo bonke abo 

bafundi  basindwa yimithwalo enzima 

yemingeni yexesha labo. 

 UYesu ubiza abantu  bexesha lakhe, 

nabexesha lethu, ukuba  beze kuye 

ukuze bafumane usindiso lwaphakade,  

ukuze abakhulule kumathandabuzo, 

uloyiko,  amaxhala, nokudandatheka. 

Uzimisele ukuzalisa iintliziyo zethu 

ngoxolo engqondweni nasezintliziyweni 

(Yoh. 14: 27). 

 UYesu ukhuthaza abantu bexesha 

lakhe, nabelethu ixesha, ukuba bayam-

kele imfundiso ukuze basindiswe ngaye 

yaye babonakalise ukumthemba. Ngalo 

ndlala siya kuyilandela iNkosi yethu, 

yena  unobulali ethobekile entliziyweni. 

Le nto isibonisa ukuba njengosapho le-

dayosisi, nokuba umngeni ojongene 

nathi ngokweziqu zethu okanye ngok-

wemo esiphantsi kwayo etyalikeni 

yethu, uxanduva esijongene nalo kuku-

wuxhasa umsebenzi kaThixo kuYesu 

Krestu. Ukuba sinokuzinikezela 

ngokupheleleyo kuye, siyiyekele ezandle 

zalowo usithandayo usikhathaleleyo 

yonke into, iNkosi uYesu Krestu, 

ngobulali bakhe, uya kubuguqula ubomi 

bethu ukuba bube noxolo, sibe 

ngabantu abathanda uxolo njengaye. 

(Hendrickson: Gospel of Matthew, 

pp.504-505).  

 UYesu uhambisa athi idyokhwe im-

nandi, umthwalo wakhe ulula, yaye 

kuye siya kuyifumanela ukuphumla 

imiphefumlo yethu. Le nto ithetha 

ukuthi uya kusinika usindiso olunguna-

phakade, uxolo novuyo.  Siya kukhu-

lulwa esonweni. 

 Umntu omtsha ngaphakathi kwethu 

uya kusenza sibe ngabantu abavuyayo 

kukuba kumsebenzi kaThixo, ingabi 

ngumthwalo loo nto.  

 Thina malungu abhaptiziweyo 

omzimba kaKrestu siyakhunjuzwa 

kwiNcwadi yaseTshetshi yemiThandazo 

(APB 1989, pp. 588), ukuba lo msebenzi 

uya kuba luvuyo olukhulu nelungelo 

kuthi. Ukwaluxanduva olunzima 

ekungekho mnu unokuwenza ngaphan-

dle kwabo babizwe nguThixo oya kuso-

loko ebanika amandla akhe kuYesu 

Krestu kumandla oMoya oNgcwele. 

Ngoko ke, siziziqu zethu, yaye silusapho 

lwedayosisi, kufuneka sinikezele 

ngobomi bethu, imithwalo yethu, uxan-

duve esijongene nalo, nolo lujongene na-

bazalwana noodade bethu ehlabathini 

kwiNkosi yethu uYesu Krestu,  yaye ke 

ngaloo  Ndle la  s iya  kufumana 

ukuphumla emiphefumlweni yethu 

sinikwa nguye. 

 Masibambane ngezandla siqhubele 

phambilli ngokumila kuKrestu, sizibo-

phelele kuye yaye siguqulwe nguye. 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 

     uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 UYesu Krestu unika ukuphumla kubantu bakaThixo 

By Cynthia Webbstock 

A service of thanksgiving and fare-

well was held at St Paul’s Church 

Port Alfred on Sunday 7 June 2015. 

This was a joyous yet sad occasion 

bidding Robin and Vanessa Murray 

farewell as they leave the Diocese 

to travel overseas and retire. 

 At this Eucharistic service the 

Bishop preached. He applauded the 

Murrays for their long service to 

the Diocese, focusing much on sac-

rificial service that only God can 

reward and remembering that 

wherever they are they will still be 

priests serving the living God. 

 Archdeacon Robin and the Revd 

Vanessa have served the Diocese 

for 12 years giving their skills and 

knowledge to the building up of the 

Kingdom of God in this place in 

many areas. Robin, skilled with 

finance and management, has as-

sisted in crafting many of the 

managerial areas of the church, 

and Vanessa with her passion for 

teaching particularly in the areas of 

HIV and pastoral care has over the 

years trained many. Fruit is being 

borne by those who have had the 

opportunities of learning from both 

Robin and Vanessa. 

 We are sad to say Goodbye. 

However there is always a time 

when God moves so that the very 

best is given to God’s servants. 

 So to Robin and Vanessa – 

Hamba kahle! Go with God.  

Port Alfred says goodbye to Robin and Vanessa Murray New Bishop for Natal Diocese 

The Bishop of Zululand, Dino Gabriel, 

has been elected as the new Bishop of 

Natal Diocese, to succeed Bishop Rubin 

Phillip. 
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 
 

 “Laugh and grow strong” 
— St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Meditation by Fr James Martin SJ 

 

Did St. Ignatius Loyola, the famously austere founder of the Jesuit Order, really say “Laugh and grow 

strong?” That was a quote I had never heard before, until my friends at Loyola Press told me that he did 

say that…or he may have said that…or that it’s attributed to him. 

Even if he didn’t say it, he was right! And much of Ignatian 

spirituality is focused on joy. In his famous text, the Spiritual 

Exercises, Ignatius spends a good deal of time asking us to 

imagine the appearances of the Risen Christ to his disciples—

something that was surely joyful. 

 Plus, Ignatius himself liked to cheer up downcast Jesuits by 

dancing a little jig, to get them to smile. He had a dry sense of 

humour, too. 

 Soon after he founded the Jesuits, Ignatius heard of one 

bishop who didn’t like the Jesuits, and refused to have any of 

them in his diocese. 

 When asked about this opposition, Ignatius said, “The 

bishop is old. The Jesuits are young. We can wait!” That 

probably provoked at least a few smiles. 

 Laughter is an important part of anyone’s spirituality. It is 

essential to maintaining a healthy outlook on life. If you can’t 

laugh at life’s absurdities, you’ll find yourself growing cold and 

bitter. And if you can’t laugh at yourself, you’ll find yourself 

incapable of change. 

 So if Ignatius could point us to joy, why not laugh yourself? 

As Ignatius said — or didn’t — laugh and grow strong! 

 How is humour a part of your spirituality? 

 How can you make someone else smile today? 

 

 

James Martin, SJ, is a Jesuit priest, editor at large at America 

magazine and author of My Life with the Saints. 

Here is your Rector: Bishop Ebenezer outside St Paul’s Church 

Qumrha  with newly installed Rector Pumza Tiso (left), and 

Archdeacon Zamile Dlanjwa. 

Genuine angels? Members of the Junior Church of St Cyprian 

Qumrha. 

Pumza Tiso installed as Rector 

of two Qumrha parishes 

By Bill Gould 

Having been appointed by the Bishop-in-Chapter in 

November 2014, the glorious day arrived on 19 July 

2015 when Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali, assisted by the 

Venerable Zamile Dlanjwa, Archdeacon of Scenery 

Park, installed the Revd Pumza Tiso as Rector of St 

Paul’s, Qumrha and St Cyprian’s, Qumrha, two dis-

tinctly separate parishes. 

 A commendably slimmer Bishop deftly combined a 

Baptism and a Confirmation with Pumza’s Installation 

during the 9:00am Eucharist in St Paul’s. He took as 

his text Luke 4:18a, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me 

because he has anointed me”.  The Bishop recalled 

that Pumza had arrived at this day following a chal-

lenging journey which she had travelled well. 

 Following a pleasant noon-day tea, the Bishop and 

his entourage quickly repaired to St Cyprian’s where 

the second service started promptly at 1.00pm.  A very 

different service ensued. Those who had been present 

since the early morning were released on their journey 

homeward as the sun was setting. The Bishop empha-

sised that the installation of priests is a serious busi-

ness, as they cause the Eucharist to be celebrated as 

well as baptising new members, preparing candidates 

for confirmation, and unpacking the Bible. 

 There has been a noticeable improvement in the 

internal fabric of St Cyprian’s during the time that 

Pumza has been serving there. The choir is strong, 

with some especially well-trained ladies leading the 

alto and tenor lines, and the Junior Church members 

are most convincing that they are indeed angels sent 

from above. 
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By Ndom Madyibi 

The Order of Saint Barnabas (OSB) 

group celebrated its Patron Saint 

Barnabas on Saturday, 13 June 2015 at 

Holy Trinity Church King William's 

Town.  

 A sung Mass celebrated by the 

Bishop preceded the speeches, as well as 

educational sessions. Mr Zukisa Ma-

buya supported by Mrs Zine Madyibi 

and Ms Dziba Nomfuneko organized the 

occasion. A large crowd of lay ministers 

attended, drawn from all the parishes in 

the diocese. The following items were 

delivered by the Bishop: 

 

Role of lay ministers  
The Bishop charged the lay ministers to 

read the Canons, so that they can add 

value in the administration of the 

Church of God. He reminded the lay 

ministers about canonical obedience, 

and their basic responsibilities in terms 

of Canon 20.  He concluded by explain-

ing who Saint Barnabas was. He de-

scribed him as one who followed Jesus, 

lived his values and influenced other 

persons to take the Cross of Christ and 

follow him. He is proclaimed as a model 

of a generous and cheerful giver, who 

sold his property and land and gave the 

proceeds to the Church as well as to the 

poor. 

 

Bishop’s special appeal 
The Bishop motivated for his appeal for 

the sum of R10m. He intimated that he 

would need only R600 per annum from 

each person. Supposing there were 150 

lay ministers present, that would raise 

R9,000 per year: a good start, leading by 

example. He stressed that he had struck 

an agreement with the Guilds to fast-

track the collection of the funds, which 

would be kept in a separate bank ac-

count for accountability. 

 The Revd Warren Bada mentioned 

persons who could be contacted and 

asked to contribute to the good cause, 

and encouraged lay ministers to rally 

behind their spiritual leader, so that the 

wish of the Bishop might be made a 

reality. If 5,000 parishioners were to 

give R600 p.a. over two years, it would 

raise six million Rand! 

 

Internal design of churches 
Warren Bada went on the teach the 

group about the internal design of the 

Anglican Churches – ship-like inside; 

altar in the sanctuary near the wall, 

where clergy sit with lay ministers: the 

sedilia where servers as well as the 

choir sit per authorization by rector, 

and the rood screen where the cross 

with Jesus is hoisted.  

 In concluding the teaching he indi-

cated that later this year he hoped a 

Retreat would be organised. He chal-

lenged the lay ministers to read I Timo-

thy 3. This text will form the core of 

discussion in the retreat. 

 The session ended with gifts ex-

changed, together with words of thanks 

and commitment to the good cause of 

the Lord. 

Order of St Barnabas comes of age 

United in ministry, Lay Ministers from all over the Diocese met at Holy Trinity King 

William’s Town with Ebenezer Ntlali, Bishop of Grahamstown on 13 June. The robed 

clergy in the centre of the picture next to the Bishop are, from left: Archdeacon to 

the Ordinary Bubele Mfenyana, Noluthando Gixana, and the Order of St Barnabas 

Chaplain Warren Bada. 

By Mbulelo Sokanyile, Chairperson Grahamstown Archdeaconry Youth Guild 

On 16 June 2015 the Grahamstown Archdeaconry Youth Guild celebrated Youth Day 

with a 5 km fun-run and walk, which started at St Philip’s church, and ended at St 

Augustine’s church. The Chaplain opened the fun-run and walk. The AWF, AGG and 

members of the community also took part in the fun-run and walk. The Sub-Dean, 

the Revd Mzinzisi Dyantyi (centre, in cap), ran the entire 5km. Certificates were 

awarded to the people who attended the fun-run and walk. The fun-run was closed 

by Canon Lawrence Nzwana (to the right of the Revd Dyantyi). 

By Gwen Mvula, St Augustine’s Parish 

Media Officer 

The Youth of the Grahamstown 

Archdeaconry have a wellness pro-

gramme.  

 A fun-run for all members of the 

community took place on June 16. 

The route was from St Philip’s to St 

Augustine’s. All those who partici-

pated received a certificate of par-

ticipation. Thanks were expressed 

to the Sub-Dean (archdeaconry 

chaplain), the Revd Gwen Mvula 

(parish chaplain) and the Revd 

Canon  Lawrence Nzwana for their 

support and contributions. 

 On 28 June 2015 the St 

Augustine’s parish councillors and 

churchwardens were installed by 

the Sub-Dean of the Cathedral. We 

wish them a blessed year of leader-

ship in the parish. 

St Augustine’s news Youth Day Fun-Run for youth - and clergy too!  
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65th Anniversary celebrations begin for diocesan St Agnes Guild 

By Koleka Tokwe 

The St Agnes Guild marked the 

start of its celebrations of being in 

existence in this Diocese for 65 

years with a diocesan commemora-

tion Eucharist service held on Sat-

urday, 24 January 2015 at St 

Augustine’s Church, Njwaxa, Alice.    

 The Guild was established in 

November 1949, beginning at St 

Philip’s in Grahamstown. It was 

formed to be a group that unites 

young women in a programme of 

worship, study, service and fellow-

ship, with the aim of deepening and 

strengthening their spiritual lives 

and building opportunities for ser-

vice to the church, the community, 

the diocese, the nation and the 

world.   

 The diocesan commemoration 

Eucharist service brought together 

over five hundred attendees, includ-

ing the Mothers’ Union, Diocesan 

Youth Guild and other members of 

the Church. Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali 

celebrated and preached and en-

couraged the Guild members to be 

in fellowship with 

Christ like our pa-

tron saint, St 

Agnes, so that we 

too could be trans-

formed by the Holy 

Spirit.     

 The main aim of 

having a joint ser-

v ice  was to 

strengthen the fel-

lowship of Guild 

members so that 

they would go out 

with  renewed 

minds and re-

newed strength for 

the Lord’s work that lies ahead in 

the year. The purpose of holding the 

service in Njwaxa, was to revive the 

guilders, church and community in 

line with the 3-Rs Theory (Revive, 

Regroup and Restore), a strategic 

plan constructed by the current ex-

ecutive members to assist growing 

the Guild at Diocesan and Provin-

cial level; and to bridge the gap be-

tween Guild members in rural and 

urban areas.  

 The Guild launched its first draft 

handbook, consisting of the Guild’s 

amended constitution and working 

policies (‘Constitution and Hand-

book’). The handbook will aid the 

guild members, parish and archdea-

conry leaders in better understand-

ing the organization and its rules 

and guidelines.   

From: Bill Gould 

God’s church in South Africa, 

especially the Anglican 

Church, has a long and 

proud history of standing up 

for what is right and for con-

demning and standing 

against that which is wrong. 

  

In opposing the Apartheid 

regime, our denomination’s 

proactive role is fully chroni-

cled in the late Bob Clarke’s 

well-written book “Anglicans 

against Apartheid”. We are 

well aware of the heroic ef-

forts of Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu and our own then 

Bishop, the late David Rus-

sell; and there were many 

others. 

  

At that time, it was unambi-

guous that the Anglican 

Church was heavily involved 

in rectifying the wrongs be-

ing perpetrated by and on all 

sections of the South African 

population. The people knew 

then that the price of free-

dom was eternal vigilance, 

and many achieved their 

struggle credentials. 

  

What led many to take the 

action they did was their 

strident aversion to the val-

ues of those in power – the 

ruthless exercise of state 

power, the racial bigotry of 

the ruling class, the deploy-

ment of insiders, and the 

smell of corruption even at 

the highest level such that 

one President (Vorster) was 

forced to resign in disgrace. 

  

What drove this historic ac-

tion was a shared under-

standing and vision of what 

society should be like and a 

resolve to do whatever could 

be done to realise that vision. 

  

Such a social vigilance is 

arguably an ongoing obliga-

tion of a society concerned to 

be well governed in accor-

dance of such values as fair 

opportunity for all its citi-

zens to strive for and achieve 

their personal goals and as-

pirations within a free and 

democratic society. Anything 

which the government of the 

day does which acts against 

these best interests of its 

citizens is inimical to good 

governance over society and 

thus raises the obligation of 

that society to address any 

such ills. 

  

Specifically, it then becomes 

incumbent on its citizens, 

including in our context the 

church, to rise up and speak 

out against any such failures 

of government.  

  

In maintaining eternal vigi-

lance, it therefore is appro-

priate to examine the present 

state of all levels of govern-

ment in South Africa – at the 

national, provincial and local 

government levels. 

  

Almost daily, the people 

within our Diocese learn 

through many multimedia 

reports of such activities as 

corruption (for example, in 

tender and supply chain 

processes), incompetence (for 

example, wasteful expendi-

ture and poorly constructed 

RDP housing), nepotism and 

sex-for-jobs scandals; and the 

list goes on. 

  

To any citizen whose expec-

tations of government are 

rooted in such values as 

openness, transparency, fair-

ness, efficiency and effective-

ness, respect for the constitu-

tion and the rule of law, and 

respect for human life, the 

present scene in South Africa 

must be of serious concern. 

  

And, with local government 

elections due within the next 

year, now is the time for all 

those eligible to vote to en-

sure that they are registered 

to do so and, most impor-

tantly, to reflect on who is 

most fit for purpose to be 

able to deliver the basic ser-

vices that all communities 

and citizens fund in order 

that they be provided. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 

A Challenge to the Church in contemporary society 

Young women united in service: The Bishop’s wife Noncedo 

Ntlali (left) with some of the over 500 St Agnes Guild 

members who attended the 65th anniversary celebration. 



Umbuliso con-

gratulates War-

ren Bada, As-

sistant Priest 

at Holy Trinity 

King William’s 

Town, on pass-

ing the Train-

ing and Assessor course at the 

Leadership Development Institute. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, Bada 

is working towards his MTh 

through Stellenbosch University. 

Umbuliso uyakubulisa ….  

  
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contributions welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 622 7803; Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Maggy 

Clarke, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 September 2015 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Bernard Mizeki Guild news 

from King William’s Town West 
By Cyril Nonjobe 

On 26 April the brothers in King Wil-

liam’s Town West lost a veteran of the 

Bernard Mizeki Guild, Bro Dawa 

Oloba. Born on 19 June 1935, he was 

80 years old. The funeral was con-

ducted by Canon Samuel Beja, Rector 

of Holy Trinity Dimbaza. Bro Oloba 

lived in Nyanisweni, in the chapelry 

of Holy Wisdom, led by P Ngesi and 

Mrs Magida. May his soul rest in 

peace, and to the Oloba family, God 

will wipe away all tears. 

 On 7 June at St Andrew’s there 

was a service of renewal of member-

ship for bros M Gawe and Tshatshu. 

The service began with a Eucharist 

led by Archdeacon Mtuze. The mes-

sage to the members on Galatians 5:1 

was by the Chairman of the parish 

branch, Bro C Teyise. Bro Jei, Chair-

man of the Archdeaconry, was in at-

tendance, and the Training Officer of 

the Archdeaconry, Bro Solly Duna, 

was part of the service, which was 

highly appreciated. 

 Prayers are asked for Bro Mzi-

woxolo Ngzengu, who lost his sister 

Khangelwa Ngzengu, born on 19 De-

cember 1940. May she rest in peace. 

To the family: John 15:1. 

Priest hones his leadership skills 

Clergy Moves 

The following Assistant Priests 

have moved: 

Vuyiswa Jela has been trans-

ferred from St Francis Mdantsane 

to St Augustine Grahamstown. 

Philda Njoli has moved from Holy 

Trinity Dimbaza to St Peter Peddie. 

Pumzile Guzana is now minister-

ing in the Fort Beaufort cluster of 

parishes. 

Ntshukumo Zantsi, who was an 

Assistant Priest at Scenery Park, 

left the Diocese to move to the Free 

State at the end of June.  

From the Bishop’s diary 

 

August 

21-23 Fri-Sun Diocesan Family Weekend 

21  Fri  Celebratory Dinner 

23  Sun  Bishop’s Day 

25-28 Tue-Fri Clergy Retreat 

30 Sun Confirmation, Albany & 

     Grahamstown, Cathedral 

 

September 

12 Sat Deacons’ Workshop 

   Consecration of Bishop of the 

   Highveld 

14-16 Mon-Wed  Synod of Bishops 

16-18 Wed-Fri PSC 

18-20 Fri-Sun AWF Conference 

22-25 Tue-Fri Clergy Retreat 

23 Wed COTT Council 

27 Sun Confirmation, Scenery Park and 

Kidds Beach Archdeaconries 

 

October 

1 Thurs Good Shepherd School Birthday 

Service, Good Shepherd Trust 

2-4 Fri-Sun Diocesan Youth Guild 

Conference 

8-9 Thu-Fri Diocesan Council, St Alban EL 

10 Sat Post Ordination Training 

11 Sun Kingswood College Confirmation 

12 Mon Confirmations, DSG, St Andrew’s 

College 

16-18 Fri-Sun St Luke’s Nxarhuni Celebratory 

Weekend 

Growing the Church, in partnership 

with the Willow Creek Association, is 

inviting all Anglican leaders to the an-

nual Global Leadership Summit (GLS). 

 The GLS is a first-class summit in 

which top leaders from around the 

world in the church, business and 

other sectors will inspire you to stretch 

and grow as a Christian leader. The 

summit takes place over two days and 

is a live event at a venue near you with 

speakers being videocast. 

 

The Eastern Cape events are: 

9-10 October at the Christian Centre, 

Abbotsford, East London, and  

23-24 October at the Harvest Christian 

Church, Walmer, Port Elizabeth.  

 

To register and get the special GtC rate 

of R400 (regular price is R500), contact 

Elize Botha at Willowcreek SA:  

resources@willowcreeksa.co.za  

or 012-665 4688.  

Price includes lunches, four teas and a 

conference pack.  

Invitation to  

Christian Leaders 

 

 

 

Thurs 20-Sun 23 August 2015 

20 Aug, 21 Aug: 09:00-16:00 

Clergy School, St Saviour East London 

 

20 Aug: 17:00-22:00  

Revival, Bernard Mizeki Scenery Park 

 

21 Aug: 17:30 for 18:00 

GALA DINNER (venue to be announced) 

 

22 Aug: 09:00-12:00 

Healing Ministry, St Saviour East London 

Youth activities at Jan Smuts Grounds, 

East London 

12:00-14:00: Imikhumezelo 

14:00-17:00: Music Festival, Jan Smuts 

Grounds, East London 

17:30-21:00:  Revival, St Alban’s Church 

 

23 Aug: 10:00 

Holy Eucharist, Jan Smuts Grounds 

 

For further details see our website: 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

For Prayer 

Prayers are asked for Mziwoxolo 

Doda, Rector of Mdolomba, on the 

death of his brother Ncedisizwe, 

and for Themba Phillip, Rector of 

St Barnabas Port Alfred, on the 

death of his brother Otho. 


