
In a statement on the fees issue, 

Ebenezer Ntlali, Bishop of Gra-

hamstown, wrote that the church 

supported the demand of the stu-

dents for a zero fee increase. While 

acknowledging that the State Presi-

dent’s announcement that fees 

would remain the same for 2016 

had averted a catastrophe, the 

Bishop pointed out that the Gov-

ernment had declared Education a 

top priority, and condemned the 

“purchasing of expensive jets for 

the President, the nuclear 

[electricity generation] programme 

and continued expenditures on non-

essential goods and services”. He 

called upon the private sector to 

give greater support to universities, 

and challenged  banks “to find ways 

of alleviating the burden on univer-

sities and students.”  

 Bishop Ebenezer emphasized 

that “as a church we condemn in 

the strongest terms the use of vio-

lence as a means to achieve any-

thing”, both violence by students, 

and excessive force used by police. 

He stated that the clergy would be 

prepared to participate in negotia-

tions to resolve the issues. 

 

Xenophobic attacks in  

Grahamstown 

At about the same time the student 

protests began, there was an un-

connected and unprecedented out-

break of violence in Grahamstown, 

directed against foreign shop own-

ers, both from Pakistan and from 

other parts of Africa. The Bishop 

condemned these attacks, asking 

“How do you sleep at night when 

you know you have caused harm to 

your brother or sister?” and calling 

upon community leaders to expose 

the perpetrators. “We cannot allow 

the devil to take over this dear city 

of ours.” He commended efforts by 

SANCO, the Mayor, police, busi-

ness community, churches and stu-

dents, in assisting the displaced 

families and restoring order.  
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In a show of solidarity, on 20 October the staff and students of the College of the 

Transfiguration joined students of Rhodes University in Grahamstown, who like 

many students around the country were demonstrating against fee increases 

proposed for 2016. The State President, Jacob Zuma, subsequently announced that 

there would be 0% increase in university fees next year. Students at COTT have their 

fees paid by their sending dioceses. 

New Archdeacons for 

Grahamstown, Albany 

Cynthia 

Webbstock,  

Archdeacon of 

Albany 

Mzinzisi Dyantyi,  

Archdeacon of 

Grahamstown  

Two new Archdeacons were 

installed at the Chapter meeting on 

17 November. Cynthia Webbstock, 

the Bishop’s Personal Assistant, 

takes over as Archdeacon of Albany 

following the retirement of Robin 

Murray. 

 The office of Archdeacon of 

Grahamstown has historically been 

filled by the Dean, a heavy burden 

indeed for someone who is the 

senior priest of the Diocese after 

the Bishop and “Archdeacon to the 

Archdeacons”. Now that the Sub-

Dean of the Cathedral has been 

made Archdeacon of Grahamstown, 

this burden will be shared in 

future.  
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes... 

 God’s loving invasion of humanity 

Teamwork at St Peter Peddie 
Milton Quntu has moved from 

St Augustine Grahamstown 

and is now licensed as Assis-

tant Priest at St Peter Peddie. 

He is seen here (left) with fel-

low Assistant Philda Njoli. 

 

A devoted team of Lay Minis-

ters and Churchwardens 

(right) are there to back up 

Acting Rector Cynthia 

Webbstock and the clergy. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our affliction, so 

that we may be able to comfort 

those who are in any affliction, with 

the comfort with which we our-

selves are comforted by God” (2 Cor 

1: 3-4, ESV). 

 St Paul’s experiences after com-

mitting his life to Christ, revealed 

that God’s mercies and comfort keep 

the baptized afloat, in spite of mis-

haps. Innocent imprisonment, 

deaths of loved ones, sickness, un-

employment, failing an interview or 

exams are human episodes wherein 

the Father of inestimable kindness 

keeps intervening. “Had not the 

Lord been with us, when the people 

rose against us, then they would 

have swallowed us alive…” (Ps 124: 

2, 6, cf Rom 8: 31-39, The African 

Bible). Our bandaged wounds, 

healed brokenness and the calming 

of emotionally charged spirits move 

us to assist those in our former 

plight. That is the concrete re-living 

of the baptismal call to constantly 

shine as light to the glory of God 

(APB, pg 385#57). The baptized 

therefore, live and wait for God’s 

glory; and the season of Advent 

helps us to keep the hopeful antici-

pation alive. 

 Advent is a time of personal re-

flection, seeking God to restore our 

brokenness, so that we can visualize 

and live out his glory. Advent 

makes the search for relationship 

restoration with God intentional, 

and helps us to deal with our way-

wardness that demonstrates itself 

in negative attitudes, corruption, 

hatred, xenophobia, tribalism; in 

short absence of Ubuntu. 

 The stance on Scriptures of St 

Jerome (30th September, 420) can be 

of assistance in our quest for God’s 

glory. “Ignorance of the Scriptures 

is ignorance of Christ because the 

one who does not know the Scrip-

tures does not know the power of 

God and His wisdom.” At one com-

memoration of St Jerome, Fr 

George Kaitholil SSP had this to 

say: “The feast of St Jerome is a 

veritable wake-up call for all of us 

to read and meditate the Word of 

God and live its light. Let us resolve 

today to spend at least ten minutes 

every day in reading the Word of 

God, and wherever possible, let us 

do it as part of our family prayer. 

Let us willingly switch off the TV 

that often brings us disorienting 

words of man and gather together 

to listen to the Word of God and 

talk to Him in prayer. Let us be like 

the wise man and build our houses 

on rock.” (Mt 7:24). Our intense 

spiritual preparation during Advent 

ushers us into a complete overhaul-

ing of our ways and leads us into 

the joyous commemoration of the 

birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. 

 Christmas is God’s love invad-

ing humanity, abdicating privileges 

so that the least honoured, the 

shepherds, the fishermen and all of 

us can have fellowship with him. 

Jesus Christ’s birth spread and still 

spreads God’s love into the world. 

The Mighty God emptied himself 

and became Emmanuel - God with 

us - in our families and communi-

ties: comforting, strengthening, 

blessing and guiding the baptized 

by appointing us agents of His love. 

Let this Christmas be the starting 

point in acknowledging God’s love, 

so that we can transmit it to those 

we serve and those who serve us. 

 We all know that God loves us all 

but often we are as prejudiced as 

Nathanael: “Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). 

However, when God’s love invades 

us, the unfavourable opinions and 

attitudes give way to the star that 

guided the wise men to the baby Je-

sus (Matt 2). 

 We wish you a blessed Advent, 

Christmas and Epiphany. 

 

Grace and peace 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 
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By Niels Vandereyken 

At Rainbow Kidz Preschool in Gra-

hamstown, children are colouring 

Christmas decorations and practising 

their roles in the nativity play. As we 

hear the words over and over again we 

are amazed at what children can learn 

in a short period, and how skilful grown

-ups can give that space that is needed 

to grow. 

 The children were taken on a hike, 

at Grey Dam outside Grahamstown. 

What a joy it was for them to be outside 

in the woods, collecting sticks, running 

up the hill and roasting wors and 

marshmallows over a fire. We did bring 

some toys, but actually did not need 

them. The environment had enough to 

keep us going for a wonderful morning 

outside. 

 Another memorable morning took 

place at the Lebone Centre in Currie 

Street. Staff at Lebone promote multi-

lingual literacy, starting with pre-

schoolers. They have some great story-

tellers and books. What delight, sur-

prise and wonder there was in the chil-

dren’s eyes, as they listened to stories 

read or told in English, Afrikaans and 

isiXhosa. Some children drew giraffes 

from the story about the “Noisy Gi-

raffe”, others illustrations of “Jack and 

the Beanstalk”, and all got a little book 

in their home language to take home. 

Reading together is such a gift. We will 

return soon for some more. It is great to 

learn from others in the community 

that are working with children.  

 A group of students from Amina 

Cachalia House, a Rhodes University 

residence, spent a Saturday morning 

painting around the school. 

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

Anglicans Ablaze:  
2016 Conference Bookings open 
Booking is open for the 2016 Anglicans 

Ablaze Conference, to be held in Cape 

Town from 5-8 October 2016. The 

theme will be "Vulindlela - Open the 

Way". Invited speakers include Thabo 

Makgoba, Archbishop of Cape Town, 

Public Protector Thuli Madonsela, Vicen-

tia Kgabe, Rector of COTT, Mike Pilava-

chi, Soul Survivor and South African 

cricketer J P Duminy.  

See the diocesan website for details: 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Stories and open-air fun for Grahamstown’s Rainbow Kidz 

Oasis Rainbow Kidz Preschool was 

started in 2008 as a result of an 

initiative of Mrs. Elizabeth van Vught 

and the CR Sisters, and is run by Oasis, 

an international community 

organisation. Niels Vandereyken from 

Belgium is on the Rainbow Kidz staff, 

and worships with his family at the 

Cathedral.  

Review by Maggy Clarke 

Dr Andrew-John (“A-J”) Bethke is a 

man of many parts, well known in 

Grahamstown as the Cathedral 

organist, a conductor and composer, 

but also at the College of the Trans-

figuration, where he has taught for 

the past four years, as a theologian 

specialising in Anglicanism and 

worship. In this, his first book, 

Bethke has written an invaluable 

commentary on the themes and 

symbols of the Christian year.  

 Consciously addressing a wide 

audience, Bethke appreciates that 

some of his readers will be “high” 

Anglicans, others not Anglican at 

all. He writes in a witty and read-

able style, accessible for trained 

theologians and lay Christians 

alike, and never uses a jargon term 

without giving a clear explanation. 

The reader is introduced to the 

various seasons of the Christian 

year, in a practical way which 

makes the book both a devotional 

tool and a useful resource for wor-

ship leaders. Those who know A-J 

Bethke as a musician will not be 

surprised to see quotations from a 

wide selection of hymns, and a sec-

tion at the back includes suggested 

Congregational Prayers for a vari-

ety of seasons and occasions. The 

Foreword is by John Suggit, former 

Professor of Theology at Rhodes 

University and an Honorary Canon 

of Grahamstown Cathedral. 

 This reviewer’s only minor reser-

vation is that the A4 format makes 

the book less convenient to handle 

and store, but it will be a worthy 

addition to the bookshelf of any 

Christian worshipper. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Celebrating the Seasons 
with Andrew-John Bethke 

“Celebrating the Seasons” is available 

from the ACSA Publishing Department 

for R90 plus postage. Contact: 

orders@anglicanchurchsa.org.za. 

All dressed up for Heritage Day, the Rainbow Kidz in Vergenoeg, Grahamstown. 
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  uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi… 
 Ukungenelela  ngothando kukathixo eluntwini 
  

Bazalwana nooDade abathandekayo, 

  

Amava kaPaulos oNgcwele emva  

kokuba ebunikezele ubomi bakhe 

kuKrestu, abonisa ukuba iinceba 

nentuthuzelo kaThixo  ziwagcina 

ababhaptiziweyo bekhuselekile nokuba 

kungakho iinkxwaleko. Ukuvalelwa 

bengenatyala, ukusweleka kwabo 

babathandayo, ukugula, intswela-

msebenzi, ukungaphumeleli kudliwano-

ndlebe okanye kwiimviwo ziziganeko 

zobuntu bethu ekuthi kuzo inceba  

kaBawo engenakuthelekelelwa imane  

ingenelela. “Koko uYehova ebengakuthi 

ekusukeleni kwabantu phezulu kuthi. 

B a n g e  b e b a  b a s i g i n y a 

sihleli.” (INdumiso 124: 2, 6, thel.  

AbaseRoma 8: 31-39, iBhayibhile 

y e s i X h o s a )  Am a n x e b a  e t h u 

abotshiweyo, ukwaphuka kwethu 

okuph i l i s iweyo  noku tho th i swa 

kwemimoya yethu ezele yintuthumbo, 

zisiqhubela ekubeni sibancede abo 

bakwiingxaki esiphuma kuzo. Leyo 

yindlela ephathekayo yokuluphila 

ngokutsha ubizo lobhaptizo lwethu 

l okuba  s i t h i  gq o l o  s i khanya 

njengesibane sehlabathi  ukuze 

kuzukiswe uThixo (Incwadi yoMth. Iph. 

385//57) Ababhaptiziweyo ke ngoko 

b a ph i l a  ba ln de l e  e l u zukwen i 

lukaKrestu; yaye ke iXesha leAdvent 

lisinceda ukuba sigcine olo lindelo 

nokujonga enkalweni okunethemba 

zihlale ziphila. 

     I X e s h a  l e A d v e n t  l i x e s h a 

lokucingisisa ngokweziqu zethu, sifune 

ukuba uThixo alungise ngokutsha oko 

kwaphuka kwethu, ukuze sibe 

nokulubona ngamehlo engqondo 

siluphile uzuko lwakhe. IAdvent yenza 

ukuba ukuxunela kwethu ukubuyiselwa 

kobudlelane bethu noThixo kube yinto 

esiyenza ngenjongo, isincede ukuba sibe 

nokuzamazamana nokungalungi 

kwethu okuzibonakalisa ngezimo 

ezingatshongo khona, urhwaphilizo, 

intiyo ,  ukubukula abasemzini , 

u b u h l a n g a ,  n g o k u f u t s h a n e , 

ukungabikho kobuntu. 

     Indlela azibona ngayo iziBhalo 

uJerome oNgcwele (30 Septemba, 420) 

ingaba luncedo  kwindlela esixunela 

ngayo kuzuko lukaThixo. “Ukungazi nto 

ngeziBhalo kukungazi nto ngoKrestu, 

kuba lowo ungazaziyo iziBhalo akawazi 

amandla kaThixo nobulumko bakhe.”  

Kwesinye isikhumbuzo sikaJerome 

oNgcwele uFather George Kaitholil SSP 

wathetha wathi, “ Umbhiyozo kaJerome 

oNgcwele likhwelo elingumtyangampo 

kuthi  sonke ukuba silifunde sicamngce 

ngeLi zw i  l i kaThi xo  s i kuph i l e 

nokukhanya kwalo. Masithathe isigqibo 

namhlanje ukuba sithathe imizuzu 

kusuku ngalunye sifunda iLizwi 

likaThixo, yaye apho kunokwenzeka, loo 

n t o  ma s i y e n z e  n j e n g enxen ye 

yomthandazo wekhaya. Masiyicime 

ngokuzimisela iTV eyasoloko izisa kuthi 

amazwi aphazamisayo ngomntu, 

sihlanganisane siphulaphule iLizwi 

l i k a T h i x o  s i t h e t h e  n a y e 

emthandazweni. Masibe “njengomntu 

osisilumko oyakhele elulwalweni indlu 

yakhe.” Ukuzilungiselela kwethu 

okunyanisekileyo ngexesha leAdvent 

kusizondeza ekubeni sizihlaziye 

ngokupheleleyo iindlela zethu yaye 

kusikhokelela kwisikhumbuzo sovuyo 

sokuzalwa kweNkosi yethu noMsindisi 

wethu uYesu . 

     IKrismesi luthando lukaThixo 

lungenelela eluntwini, lubekela bucala 

amalungelo athile ukuze abo bangabona 

bangahlonitshwanga kunabo bonke, 

abelusi, abalobi nathi sonke sibe 

nobudlelane naye. Ukuzalwa kukaYesu 

K r e s t u  k w a n w e n w i s a  y a y e 

kusanwenwisa uthando lukaThixo 

ehlabathini.  UThixo uSomandla 

wakhupha konke okungaphakathi 

kwakhe, waba nguManyuweli – uThixo 

unathi – kwiintsapho zethu nakuluntu 

lwethu:  e thuthuzela ,  esikelela 

ababhaptiziweyo, ekhombisa indlela 

ngokuthi  anyule thina ukuba sibe 

ziiarhente zothando lwakhe. IKrismesi 

kufuneka ibe sisiqalo sokuvuma 

uthando lukaThixo ukuze sibe 

nokuluthumela kwabo bantu sisebenza 

kubo nabo basebenza phantsi kwethu. 

     Siyazi ukuba uThixo uyasithanda 

sonke kodwa maxa wambi siye sibe 

n o k u z i c i n g e l a  o kw a b o n a k a l a 

kuNathaniyeli: “Inako na  into 

elungileyo ukuphuma eNazarete?” (Yoh. 

1:46) Kambe xa uthando lukaThixo luye 

lwangenelela kuthi, iimbono ezingentle 

kwanezimo zethu ziya zikhwelele 

inkwenkwezi eyakhokela izilumko 

yazisa elusaneni olunguYesu (Mat. 2) 

Sininqwenelela iAdvent , iKrismesi ne-

Epifani esikelelweyo. 

 

Ubabalo noxolo. 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 

The S A Literary Awards (SALA) 

has honoured Archdeacon Peter 

Mtuze for his contribution and com-

mitment to the development of isiX-

hosa literature over many years. 

His first book, UDingezweni, ap-

peared in 1966 and since then he 

has written a variety of literary 

works ranging from novels, short 

stories, essays, drama, poetry, theo-

logical works and an autobiogra-

phy. To crown it all, Professor 

Mtuze also translated Dr Nelson 

Mandela’s  monumental autobiog-

raphy, Long Walk to Freedom into 

impeccable isiXhosa:  Indlela ende 

eya enkululekweni. The ceremony 

was held in Pretoria on 7 November 

2015, attended by a large number 

of writers and literary gurus.  

 The SA Literary Awards 

(SALA), according to the day’s pro-

gramme, “aims to pay tribute to 

South African writers who have 

distinguished themselves as 

groundbreaking producers and 

creators of literature.” 

 Prof Mtuze has authored more 

than twenty creative works all of 

which had been prescribed for use 

in different grades throughout 

South Africa. 

Literary honours for Archdeacon Mtuze 

Peter Mtuze, Archdeacon, Professor and 

award-winning author 
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 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

 

 

Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali ordained 

six Deacons on Saturday 26 Sep-

tember in St Alban’s Church East 

London. Alice Barlow Zambodla 

was licensed to All Saints East Lon-

don, Bongani Booi was licensed to 

St Mary Pumlani, Etienne Maree to 

St Michael Nahoon, Nkosazana 

Maqoma to St John Fort Beaufort, 

and both Phumele Mvubu and 

Weziwe Williams to St Peter Ped-

die. 

 

The Bishop is seen here with the 

six new Deacons, and some of those 

involved in their training.  

Back row: Warren Bada, Dean Andrew Hunter, Bishop Ebenezer, Etienne Maree 

(partially obscured); Front row: Archdeacon Thami Mhlana, Archdeacon Cynthia 

Webbstock, Nkosazana Maqoma, Phumelele Mvubu, Weziwe Williams, Bongani 

Booi, Alice Barlow Zambodla, Wezo Bloko.  

September Ordination of Deacons in East London 

 The world teaches us to accept unacceptable values, but 

God teaches us something different.  

 As a Social Worker I’ve seen families from all different 

worlds. Many children from broken families go in and out of 

the system. Statistics for 2015 already show that over 90 chil-

dren in my area of service have entered the system due to 

some sort of abuse within families. In addition statistics also 

show that over 372 people for 2015 have entered the domestic 

violence register. This contributes to broken families, an in-

crease in divorce rates, depression, fear, addictions, eating 

disorders, promiscuity, and death. The number of cases is in-

creasing as the years go by.  

 If love is our mission as God’s people then families should 

be fully alive and healthy.  

 For the 16 days of activism campaign, I want to challenge 

you this year as the church to speak out and strengthen fami-

lies. Hear the hearts and cries of the broken and help change 

what needs to be changed. Happiness in family life is achieved 

when founded upon the teachings of the Lord.  

 In your community perhaps start a prayer group praying for 

children, marriages, husbands, wives, communities, bringing 

people to salvation. Start up marriage enrichment groups for 

couples to strengthen and grow their relationship in a safe 

place. A parents’ support group is another possibility for help-

ing parents to parent God’s way.  

 Let us start reaching out and be a helping hand. Leaders 

stand together and pray for one another. Bring the church to 

the people.   

 Last year’s 16 days of activism was aimed at challenging all 

South Africans to actively participate in the fight to eradicate 

violence within our country. This was derived from the theme 

“Count me in: Together moving a non-violent South Africa for-

ward.”  

 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 

Children is an international awareness campaign. It takes place 

every year from 25 November to 10 December. The 16 days is 

for people to raise awareness 

of the negative impact of vio-

lence but I encourage you to 

continue for the other 349 

days.   

 Let 16 days of activism 

2015 be about hearing God’s 

call and the start of rebuilding 

a broken society.  

 

Teneil Carter is a parishioner 

at St Alban’s East London. 

Speak out and report 

matters to: 

Social Development  

Children’s Court 

(Magistrate's Office) 

Domestic Violence 

(Magistrate's Office) 

SAPS 

Child Welfare 

FAMSA 

Childline 0800 055 555 

Hear God’s call in the 16 Days of Activism 
By Teneil Carter 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God…” (1 John 4:7). Healthy families are established and 

maintained on principles of faith, prayer, forgiveness, respect, love and compassion.  

 Family is not just a mother, father and children but knowing God has shown me something else. Family is 

about caring, supporting and loving one another, an acceptance of all that is no matter the skin colour or the 

background. It’s more than simply a blood relationship.  
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Ngu Nontsapho May 

Amantombi ase St Luke’s Parish Mdolomba ekunye noNontsapho 

babehambele e Grey Hospital Paediatric ward beyokunikezela 

izipho (fruit, juice & toys) kubantwana. 

Amantombi ale Parish kunye nooNontsapho ayehambele ik-

haya lakwa Mayazi kwa Machibi, bephethe ukutya. Eli khaya 

litsala nzima kakhulu liphila ngemali ye grant yabantwana. 

Amantombi ahlangana e caweni iSt Pauls Machibi enza um-

jikelo ukuze bakwazi ukushiya imali yokuthenga umbane. Kulo 

mjikelo aqokelela imali engange R83.00. Ndiyabulela kakhulu 

kubazali ngenkxaso abasinika yona nakumantombi ephela 

ingakumbi awaphumelelayo ngale mini. Sisikelelekile isandla 

esinikayo ngaphezu kwesizuzayo.  

Love in action: 
St Agnes Guild girls from Mdolomba share 

gifts at Grey Hospital Paediatric Ward 

By Sinethemba Gayiza 

The Diocesan Youth Guild 

(DYG) held its Biannual Elec-

tive Conference at St 

Augustine’s  Grahamstown 

from 2-4 October 2015.  

 At a farewell service for 

their former Chaplain 

Themba Phillip during the 

Conference, the DYG pre-

sented him with a cope em-

blazoned with the DYG logo 

on the back. Former DYG 

Treasurer, Sonwabo Mdubi 

hailed him as a charismatic 

leader who always pushed 

young people to work hard 

whilst being grounded firmly 

in God. His joyous, open and 

friendly character helped him 

to relate to young people. 
 In honouring and recognis-

ing committed and loyal DYG 

members, the outgoing execu-

tive handed out Long Service 

and Commitment awards. A 

“DYG Special Award” was 

awarded to Mr Zuko Mbilase 

from St Francis DYG for his 

unwavering support across all 

DYG structures. 

 The DYG theme for the 

next two years will be “The 

most important thing is that I 

complete my mission, the work 

that the Lord Jesus Christ 

gave me”. Both Bishop Ntlali 

and DYG Chaplain Zamile 

Dlanjwa praised the outgoing 

executive for living up to this 

aim. 

 

By Ncumisa Magadla, Green 

Anglicans Communications 

The Green Anglicans office 

attended the conference, and 

representatives from all 11 

archdeaconries promised to be 

stewards of nature, as 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 

had requested. The young 

people passed a resolution 

that they will: hold work-

shops on saving water within 

their communities; start a 

vegetable garden to assist in 

feeding families within their 

parishes and communities to 

alleviate poverty; raise funds 

to install water tanks in their 

parishes to save water bills; 

and hold educational work-

shops to grow awareness. 

They explained that some 

parishes are set among infor-

mal settlements (shacks) 

where government has 

striven to provide clean water 

by installing taps.  

 The DYG mentioned that 

they are all interested in en-

vironmental issues but need 

assistance with funding, re-

sources and promotional ma-

terials.  

 The Green Anglicans 

thanked the DYG executive, 

Sub-Dean Mzinzisi Dyantyi 

and the conference organisers 

for everything, and hoped 

that the resolutions taken by 

the different archdeaconries 

will be implemented soon. 
Themba Phillip 

The new DYG  

Executive 
Chairperson: Mr Mbulelo  

Sokhanyile (Grahamstown) 

Deputy Chairperson: Ms Athule 

Makeleni (East London West) 

General Secretary: Ms Yolisa 

Mbatha (King William’s Town 

West) 

Admin Secretary: Mr Lihleli 

Vellem (East London Central) 

Treasurer: Mr Mawande Velelo 

(East London East) 

Organiser: Mr Mzingisi Soqi-

nase (East London West) 

Additional members: Ms 

Xoliswa Vena (Grahamstown), 

Ms Lelethu Zoya (Alice), Mr 

Lukhanyo Nameka (East London 

West). 

Young Anglicans on the move: Members of the Diocesan 

Youth Guild marched behind their banner when they met for 

their Biannual Conference in Grahamstown. 

DYG urged to complete mission and  go Green! 
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OBITUARIES: TWO HONORARY CANONS 

Jesse Sage, an Honorary 

Canon of Grahamstown 

Cathedral, died suddenly on 

9 October at his home in 

Somerset, England, at the 

age of 80. He spent two peri-

ods of a number of years 

working in the Diocese of 

Grahamstown, and has left 

a lasting legacy here. 

 Born in Somerset, Jesse 

Sage at first worked on the 

family farm, and did Na-

tional Service in the Air 

Force, before going to Cam-

bridge and Chichester for 

theological training. In 1967 

he began work in Port Eliza-

beth (then part of Grahams-

town Diocese) where he 

s e rved  in  s o - ca l l e d 

“coloured” parishes. He lit-

erally took part in building 

the church of Christ the 

King Gelvandale, as well as 

building up the congrega-

tion, and was dearly loved. 

Not surprisingly his involve-

ment in anti-apartheid ac-

tivities resulted in his resi-

dence permit being with-

drawn in 1972. 

 After his enforced return 

to the UK Jesse Sage had a 

particular calling to rural 

ministry. In 1978 he was 

appointed Agricultural and 

Rural Chaplain for Kent. 

After the democratic elec-

tion in South Africa in 1994, 

it became possible for him 

and his wife Gil to return to 

the Diocese of Grahams-

town. He became the Rector 

of St Martin-by-the-Sea, 

Gonubie, in 1996, a post he 

held until he “retired” in 

2000. Laying aside his du-

ties as Rector, and as Ad-

ministrator for the Depart-

ment of Social Responsibil-

ity (DSR), Jesse continued 

to work energetically in re-

tirement on behalf of the 

Diocese, in the area of Land 

Reform.  

 In order to ensure the 

most responsible use of the 

extensive land owned by the 

Diocese, it was necessary to 

make a survey and list all 

the properties, with dimen-

sions and details of build-

ings. Jesse energetically 

travelled the length and 

breadth of the Diocese 

(which then still included 

the area now covered by 

Khahlamba Diocese) mak-

ing notes and taking digital 

photographs. Land reform 

projects undertaken in-

cluded agricultural and 

building initiatives at the 

historic missions of St Luke 

Nxarhuni and St John 

Bholothwa (near Queens-

town). Incidentally, the 

monthly Intercession leaflet 

of the Diocese is illustrated 

with photos of churches, 

most of which were taken by 

Jesse.  

 In Gonubie, 12 years of 

hard work and prayer by 

the congregation under 

Jesse Sage’s leadership re-

sulted in the completion of a 

Pre-School for the nearby 

Mzam’omhle community, 

which was opened in 2010. 

Jesse Sage was also closely 

involved with the Diocesan 

Link with Toronto Diocese. 

 Jesse was made an Hon-

orary Canon of Canterbury 

Cathedral in 1990, and, af-

ter this title lapsed on his 

reaching retirement age, an 

Honorary Canon of Gra-

hamstown Cathedral in 

2002. He returned to the 

UK to live in 2011. 

 He leaves his third wife 

Barbara, and his son by his 

first marriage, Michael. We 

give thanks for his life and 

ministry, and pray for the 

family. 

 

Michael Hall, another Hon-

orary Canon of Grahams-

town, and his wife Sandy, 

attended Canon Sage’s fu-

neral in Batcombe, Somer-

set, on behalf of the Diocese 

of Grahamstown. A Memo-

rial Service was held in St 

Martin-by-the-Sea, Gonubie. 

By Michael Whisson 

Nancy Charton, who died in 

Graaff Reinet on 10 Novem-

ber at the age of 95, will be 

remembered by many people 

in all parts of Grahamstown 

as a lecturer in the Rhodes 

politics department during 

the toughest apartheid 

years, as a Black Sash activ-

ist, and, above all, as the 

first woman to be ordained a 

priest in the Anglican 

church in South Africa. She 

would prefer to be remem-

bered as a person who re-

sponded wholeheartedly to a 

call to the Christian minis-

try, as a loyal wife and de-

voted mother, and one who 

had the strength and faith to 

pursue her calling. 

 Grahamstown became 

the place where her aca-

demic training, partly in 

political studies at the Uni-

versity of Pretoria, bore fruit 

in the Politics department, 

under Terence Beard, who 

was “banned” for several of 

the years that they worked 

together. Her political in-

volvement was largely medi-

ated through her work in the 

Black Sash, where a team of 

volunteers sought to master 

the intricacies of govern-

ment policies whose main 

intent was to remove all its 

“black” citizens across the 

Great Fish River to the 

“homelands”. Her home be-

came a place of comfort, 

even refuge, for students 

and others who did not want 

to be “endorsed out”. 

 At the same time, 

Nancy's involvement with 

the Anglican church deep-

ened, as an active lay minis-

ter and latterly as an or-

dained priest. She led a very 

active group of volunteers 

who conducted services 

every Saturday at Fort Eng-

land, initially in each ward, 

where she was much appre-

ciated by both patients and 

staff. Initially, the Cathedral 

was her spiritual home, 

where, in addition to her lay  

minister's services, she was 

vigorous in promoting out-

reach to the segregated and  

outcast communities. While 

adamant in her view that 

gender should be irrelevant  

to ordination, and sensitive 

to her own calling to the 

priesthood which was denied  

her for most of her active 

career, she did not allow her 

convictions to be soured by 

the chauvinist rules of the 

Anglican church.  With her 

ordination to the priesthood, 

she was enabled to take 

charge of St Bartholomew's 

parish until her  retirement 

to Graaff Reinet, where she 

was an active assistant 

priest for as long as she was 

able to conduct a service. 

 Her memoir, “The Call-

ing” (Cluster publications 

2009) is more than a   

straightforward autobiogra-

phy, as it puts into context 

the life of a woman who did 

not allow the inhibitions and 

diktats of the society in 

which she spent her life to 

drag her down into confor-

mity.  Instead, she laboured, 

cheerfully and with remark-

able energy, to respond to 

the “calling” which she ex-

perienced as a five year old 

child, and Grahamstown in 

particular is all the better 

for the years that she spent 

in the struggles over the 

past half century. 

After her funeral in Graaff 

Reinet, Canon Charton was 

commemorated at a Memo-

rial Service in Grahamstown 

Cathedral. 

Jesse Sage Nancy Charton 



Umbuliso con-

gratulates the 

new Executive 

of the diocesan 

A n g l i c a n 

Women’s Fel-

lowship, elected 

at their AGM in 

Grahamstown 

on 12 Septem-

ber.  

Umbuliso uyakubulisa... 

From the Bishop’s Diary 

December  2015 

24 Thur Christmas Eve: Midnight 

  Service, Cathedral 

 

January 2016 

Bishop on leave 

 

February 

7 Sat Revival Service, Bernard Mizeki 

  Men’s Guild 

11 Wed Ash Wednesday 

14-19 Sat-Thur Synod of Bishops 

24 Tue Trusts Board, Diocesan Finance 

  Committee 

25 Wed COTT Executive, Finance and

  HR Meetings  

  
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contributions welcome 
  

Please send news to:  
P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 636 1995  

Fax 046 622 5231 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 
 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Luthando  

Madiba (this issue by Maggy Clarke), 

and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 January 2016 

Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Clergy Appointments  
Following the Chapter meeting on 

17 November, the following ap-

pointments were announced.  

With effect from 1 January 2016: 

Simphiwe Magxwalisa, Rector 

of St Andrew Mdantsane, to be 

Archdeacon of East London 

South. 

Luthando Madiba, at present 

Rector of Ascension Parish 

Ncembu in the Diocese of 

Mthatha, is to be the new Editor 

of Umbuliso and Media Officer of 

the Diocese, to succeed Maggy 

Clarke who is retiring. He will be 

licensed as an Assistant Priest at 

the Cathedral. 

With effect from 1 March, Nkosi-

phendule Matshaya, Rector of 

Good Shepherd East London, will 

be Archdeacon of East London 

Central. 

Bereavements 
Sally Ashby, wife of former Dean 

of Grahamstown, Bishop Godfrey 

Ashby, died of pancreatic cancer 

on 7 October, in Exeter, England. 

Prayers are asked for Bishop God-

frey and the family. 

 Please pray for Archdeacon 

William Fobosi on the death of his 

brother Mthuthuzeli, and for No-

luthando Gixana on the death of 

her mother, Lawukazi. Prayers 

are asked also for Deacon 

Zukiswa Gxesi on the death of her 

mother, Vuyiswa Nokhaya Mlen-

zana.  

 Please pray for the Gqola fam-

ily, on the death of Virginia 

Gqola. She was the mother of the 

late Revd Ronnie Gqola. 

New AWF Leaders elected 

AWF President 

Thobeka Jack 

President: Thobeka Jack (St Andrew 

Mdantsane) 

Deputy President: Nomaci Qabaka (St 

Francis Mdantsane)  

Alternate Deputy President: Weziwe 

Busakwe (St Francis Mdantsane) 

Secretary: Landiswa Socishe (St Andrew 

Mdantsane) 

Treasurer: Gcobisa Tshalane (St John & 

St Chad Zwelitsha) 

Additional Members: Nombuzo Nyosi 

(Christ Church Amalinda), Nombulelo 

Fanapi (St Andrew Ginsberg), Kayakazi 

Mbadi (St Saviour East London).  

Matters of fact 
In the previous issue of Umbuliso, Vol 38 No 5, 

Feliciano Janneker is referred to as a Deacon in-

stead of Assistant Priest (p.8). The correct title for 

Godfrey Walton is Team Ministry Incumbent of St 

Saviour’s East London (p.6). Apologies ! 

Celebrating health and education at Alice 

By Kholiwe Mkiva 

Saint Bartholomew’s 

Church Alice celebrated 

the feasts of St Luke the 

Evangelist and Sister 

Henrietta CSM & AA on 

18 October 2015, pray-

ing for all those in the 

education and health 

care professions. The 

nurses conducted well-

ness examinations, for 

high blood pressure, 

diabetes etc. 

Fresh Expressions Conference 
All church leaders who want to be part 

of God’s future Church are invited to the 

next international Fresh Expressions of 

Church Conference, to be held from 16-

18 February 2016 in Cape Town. Bishop 

Graham Cray, who visited Grahamstown 

in July 2013, will be among the speakers.   

To book, contact 084 657 5476 

Or email fe-conf@freshexpressions.co.za 

Visit the Fresh Expressions website at: 

www.freshexpressions.co.za 

By Siphesihle Ntungwa, Media Officer, 

St Saviour’s Parish East London Central  

On 8 November 2015 the great festival 

taking place at St Saviour’s Anglican 

Church was not a concert or political 

rally, but the institution of the new 

Executive of the St Bernard Mizeki 

Men’s Guild of East London Central 

Archdeaconry. Mr Rixana of St Francis 

Mdantsane, Guild Chairman of the 

Archdeaconry, was the motivational 

speaker and shared powerful words 

with the Executive: “Nisenalo njena 

ukhanyoiso hambani kuze ubumnyama 

bungani qubuli”. They were encouraged 

to: 1. Be joyful in hope, 2. Be patient in 

affliction, 3. Be faithful in prayer. The 

Revd Wezo Bloko, who inducted the 

new executive,  spoke to them of the 

long journey ahead of them, and en-

couraged them to preach the good news 

of our Lord Jesus Christ: “fear not, the 

Lord is with you…” and to remember 

those three commands. 

Smartly turned out: Graduates wore their academic 

attires and nurses their uniforms at the Education and 

Health celebration at St Bartholomew’s Alice. 

Bernard Mizeki Guild News 


